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PREFACE  
#EXTRAORDINARY CLASS OF 2020

It would be hard to exaggerate what an 
unusual and difficult year this has been. 

As part of the complex process of the CEU’s 
moving to Vienna, the incoming students 
of this Academic Year had to spend three 
months in Vienna. So, having just arrived in 
Budapest in late August or early September 
2019, a few weeks later these students had 
to move to another capital city, Vienna. In 
December you moved back to Budapest, 
adjusting further to that beautiful city and 
all it has to offer. Then, in March 2020, the 
Covid-19 crisis hit us, as it was hitting and 
changing the world. From mid-March on here 
was a lockdown, with an abrupt end to the 
regular classes and to your student life as you 
had known it.

I can only express my deep admiration for 
how the students have dealt with these 
two major upheavals. The fact that all of 
you have managed to graduate is a huge 
accomplishment—in the words of one of you, 
Farzana Abdilashimova, you are not just “the 
class of 2020” but the  #EXTRAORDINARY 
CLASS OF 2020.

A number of sad events have also marked 
this year.  You are the courageous people 
who constantly challenge systems of hatred 
and oppression—racism, sexism, classism, 
antigypsyism, homophobia, ablism, fear 
and hatred of difference, including religious 
difference, much of its packed together in 
violent nationalist discourse. In recent years, 
the rights of women and of LGBTQI people 
have been undermined or further threatened 

FRANCISCA DE HAAN
Head, Department of 
Gender Studies
CEU
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in a number of countries, and those fighting for these rights 
are under threat as well. One example close to us is what has 
happened to Bologna GEMMA student Patrick George Zaki.  
Patrick was arrested on February 7, 2020 at Cairo airport, 
when he went home to Egypt to visit his family. A researcher on 
gender and human rights, Zaki has been questioned on issues 
related to his work and activism. Now, mid-July 2020, Patrick is 
still in prison. 

We keep hoping for Patrick to be released soon. There is no 
hope for another Egyptian activist, Sarah Hegazi;  the violence 
and torture she endured in the end made her take her own 
life. We keep honoring all the people who have been and 
continue to fight for social justice – in all its dimensions. 

Just three lines from Audre Lorde’s “Litany for Survival”:

seeking a now that can breed futures
like bread in our children’s mouths
so their dreams will not reflect the death of ours

Allow me to thank those who have contributed to making this 
year, with its unprecedented challenges, into a success. The 
Gender Studies faculty members. The office coordinators: 
Mari Szecsenyi, Anna Cseh, Natasa Versegi and Gabi Gőbl. It 
is easy to say that we couldn’t be successful as a Department 
without them – but it is true. Most of all I would like to thank 
the students, alumni,  graduating students, those who continue 
with us. You know better than any one of us how much you 
learn from each other. But this also applies to us, faculty. We 
learn so much from you: your experiences, your questions, 
your research. You also do not hesitate to be critical and 
to push us to do (even) better – for which we are sincerely 
grateful – and I hope we will together continue with this work.
On June 28, 2020, we had an online graduation event. Thank 
you again to all participants, but especially to graduating 
students Farzana Abdilashimova, Lucien Akdedian, Lydia Kanelli 
Kyvelou-Kokkaliari, Natalia Pais Fornari and Marina Csikos, our 
alumna speaker Jelena Jovanovic, guest speaker professor 
Parin Dossa, Gabi Gőbl, Nadia Jones-Gailani, Sarah Ahmed, and 
Kristof Benkó and Zoltan Varga from the IT Department.

THANK YOU ALL.

Warmest congratulations to those MA and PhD students who 
graduated this  year – and good luck for all your work, efforts, 
and activism.
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STUDENTS

I  DOCTOR OF PHILOSOPHY IN COMPARATIVE GENDER STUDIES 

Alexandra Ghit, 
Romania  

Stanimir Panayotov, 
Bulgaria 

Rasa Navickaite, 
Lithuania 
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Anna Alexandrov, 
Hungary 

Ani Gogberashvili, 
Georgia 

Amber Yoval, 
United States of 
America 

Sanae Alouazen, 
Morocco 

Lydia Kanelli Kyvelou-
Kokkaliari,  
Greece 

Arpita Biswas,  
India

Dara Sljukic, 
Serbia

I  MASTER OF ARTS IN GENDER STUDIES 

Farzana 
Abdilashimova, 
Kyrgyzstan

Lucien Akdedian, 
Lebanon 
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I  MASTER OF ARTS IN CRITICAL GENDER STUDIES 

Hakima Afzaly, 
Afghanistan  

Marina Csikos, 
Hungary  

Mubareka Sahar 
Fetrat, 
Afghanistan  

Anika Anjum, 
Bangladesh  

Maria Dumitru, 
Romania 

Piret Karro, 
Estonia 

Giorgi Chubinidze, 
Georgia 

Jennifer Edwards, 
United States of 
America 

Anastasiia 
Khodyreva,  
Russian Federation
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MASTER OF ARTS IN EUROPEAN WOMEN’S & GENDER HISTORY 
(MATILDA)  

Arnold Kovacs, 
Romania 

Leonie Bausch, 
Germany

Derya Sayin, 
Turkey

Zsofia Veer, 
Hungary 

Ivanna Lomakina, 
Russian Federation

Albina Yun, 
Uzbekistan
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I  MASTER OF ARTS IN WOMEN’S AND GENDER STUDIES (GEMMA)   

Medina 
Abylkasymova, 
Kyrgyzstan 

Camila Mafioletti 
Daltoe, 
Brazil 

Pablo Exposito, 
Spain

Aizada Arystanbek, 
Kazakhstan

Amelie Eckersley, 
United Kingdom 

Linda Jaber, 
Palestinian Authority 
of the West Bank and 
Gaza Strip 

Lorena Espinoza 
Guerrero, 
Colombia 

Touska Gholami 
Khaljiri, 
Iran

Emily Bauer, 
United States of 
America
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Ifeta Lihic, 
Bosnia and 
Herzegovina 

Jessica Nogueira 
Varela, 
Brazil  

Natalia Pais Fornari, 
Brazil 
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MESSAGES FROM STUDENTS 

A big thank you, GENS - Budapest 

What a year to be graduating. And yet, we 
made it. All of us. 

Faculty and staff, students, the doctors and 
the leaderships, the staff in the Residence 
Center, front-line workers and the dearest 
baristas of the ground floor cafeteria at Nádor 
15, who saved our lives so many times with 
their americanos and cappuccinos when 
we were freaking out with the 300 hundred 
papers due to the next week. And yes, if we 
are here now, together & graduating it is only 
because of this big hand we gave to each 
other in such trying times, from all spheres 
inside CEU community. 

 It was not easy. We had to see many of our 
friends leaving in an unexpected way. We had 
to adapt to seeing each other as little squares 

on the screen. “Turn off your mics, please! 
Sorry, I can’t hear you, the call is cutting out! 
Dear Lord, another meeting! Sorry, I’m having 
trouble connecting! The Wi-Fi in the RC is 
hopeless today” became our shared phrases 
of these last three months or so, instead of 
that complicit look among us in the classroom, 
or a big laugh when someone says something 
funny, or even that quick moment we used to 
look at the ceiling or out of the window when 
completely spaced out after two classes in a 
row. 

But at the same time, we happened to see 
other fantastic things in these challenging 
times and some of the most abundant forms 
of support and care that this time could 
have shown us. We saw friends becoming 
volunteers to cheer us up. We saw friends 
sending notes under our doors in the 
Residence Center when we were alone, 

NATALIA PAIS FORNARI
Master of Arts in Women’s 
and Gender Studies 
(GEMMA)
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struggling to transition between the stages of adaptation 
– and yes, now we know how quickly we had to adapt, and 
relearn to live a weird life in these first days of spring. We 
had to keep distant. We could not hug each other, we could 
not even complain in person or dance together, or laugh of 
someone’s bad joke; share a sip of our drinks when celebrating 
the submission of those 300 papers in a bar or in a late-night 
hours ruin pub somewhere near Blaha or Astoria.  

We had to see our beautiful library becoming too silent. And 
yeah, I remember we were sometimes angry with people 
making these whispering noises in the corridors or chatting 
with each other there. If we knew that the upcoming silence 
would be so deep, I guess we wouldn’t have bothered 
that much before; and, even now, after these months, our 
connections still online. And yet it makes the whole difference 
rather than having none. Here we can still take a look at our 
loved ones and send that “hello sunshine!” as a private chat on 
Zoom to the friends we miss so deeply, wave our virtual and 
actual hand to them and say again: oh, I missed you!  

A lot.  

But most of all we made it as the group we are, as gender 
scholars and as a community, with all the support we had from 
our last GENS-Budapest department and the pathways we 
have walked together before. Those pathways, deep inside in 

our memories, are the ties that kept us closer when we had 
to be distant. Our memories that recall the times we walked 
together in the streets of Budapest or Vienna, the corridors 
of Nádor 15, the sneaky passageways from one building to 
another, the encounters we had, the transformations, Zryini 
and the pigeonholes in the corridor with our papers marked 
with very detailed feedbacks, the office with our coordinators 
and the offices we knocked on the door so many times to 
explain to our supervisors what we were trying to do with our 
thesis – and maybe what we were trying to do with our lives! 

So this is a letter to congratulate all we managed to do within 
this 2020 class year of doomsday, for the resilience and 
strength, peer support and gang support, to our lovely group, 
community and department, to the peeps and folks and 
queers and pals who are here now to celebrate this moment. 
We may not have caps and gowns this year, but we have one 
another; and the stamp in our certificates (soon to come) will 
be the final reminder of a time in which we fought against the 
fear, the uncertainty and more importantly, against that little 
voice in our heads that kept repeating for a while: is this going 
to be over?  

It is almost over. We made it.  

A big thank you to all of you. What a year to be graduating. 
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Alumna speech,  
Gens Graduation,  
June 28, 2020 

I am not sure if I managed to find even close 
to good words to describe how I felt when I 
got an invitation to join you. So, thank you for 
taking your time to listen to what I would like 
to share. I don’t have a special advice for you, 
so you can feel free to find your own message 
in my speech.  

I remember very well my first day in Budapest. 
I was terrified. A friend who lived in Budapest 
waited for me at Keleti station, called a taxi 
and sent me to the dorm. I spoke few words 
in English, understood a tiny bit more. But 
then I found quite a few people in a similar 
situation. And it all started, a roller-coaster of 
friendships, studies, stress, parties, endless 
discussions, and deadlines.  

I started the Roma Access Program in 2011. 
My plan was the following: finish the Roma 
Access Program, learn some English, go back 

to Serbia next year, find a better job. I left 
Budapest 6 years later. And Serbia was not 
the destination.  

Both RAP and later Gender Studies were very 
important for me, for many reasons. I came to 
CEU as a 28-year-old woman who was thought 
to be ashamed of who she is, I left CEU as a 
proud Roma woman, and even better, a proud 
Roma feminist. I got also an opportunity to 
work in the Center for Policy Studies right after 
I graduated. That was yet another CEU micro 
space full of great minds. There I researched 
how the way anti-trafficking policy actors think 
about Roma affects the way the policy is being 
implemented when it comes to Roma victims 
of trafficking. Super interesting.  

But it turns out academia is not for me, and 
I have spent quite some time writing PhD 
applications. This, as many other moments, 
might looked like failure and sometimes it 
feels really like I wasted a lot of time. Then I 
realized the paths were incredible regardless 
and at the end of the day I use a significant 

JELENA JOVANOVIC
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amount of knowledge and skills I obtained at CEU. In 2017 I 
got an opportunity to work in a Roma NGO in Brussels – ERGO 
Network. ERGO is a small organization but working with around 
30 other organizations at national and local level all over 
Europe. That is where I learned about the European Union 
policies and legislation relevant for Roma people. Two years 
later, towards the end of last year, I became the Coordinator 
of Anti-Racism and Diversity Intergroup in the European 
Parliament. I coordinate a group of politicians who want to 
fight against racism and for diversity. The work is most of the 
times very challenging, often disappointing, and even heart 
breaking, but there are also great moments. A few weeks ago, 
I managed to contribute to the first European Parliament 
resolution addressing issues that are generally considered 
huge taboos like structural or institutionalized racism. This was 
one of the results of the protests of racial justice advocates 
following the death of George Floyd in the USA. I also try to 
use my knowledge about intersectionality and we even created 
a small informal working group on fighting intersectional 
discrimination. 

The work is very exciting, but it is important to take a rest. 

When my partner and me talk about a vacation, it’s always 
the same story – I want to go to Budapest, he wants to go to 
France. One would say our travel ideas are really boring, I say 
I will keep fighting for Budapest. Since the moment I stepped 
into that building in Nádor utca, it has been special, every 
time I relate to CEU again, physically, virtually like now, or in a 
memory. 

Congratulations Class of 2020! I don’t have an advice for you, 
as I said at the beginning. But I might want to emphasize one 
thing. Some of the most beautiful moments in my live were 
when I made my family and friends proud. And I think they still 
are proud of me. Fulfilling expectations of somebody else is 
sometimes the only thing you need. Especially if you are lucky 
to have this somebody or somebodies who expect you to be 
happy.  

Party hard, you deserved it. And let me know the location.
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„Being in this department 
through this moment of history 
has been a singular experience. 
There are no other people I 
would rather tread treacherous 
ground with than my peers and 
mentors, and being surrounded 
by such brilliance and insight 
every day has permanently 
altered how I move through 
the world. If nothing else, I’ve 
learned how much I have 
yet to learn. Let us all go on 
to do fascinating, daunting, 
impossible things to make our 
lives more livable.”    

JENNIFER EDWARDS  
Master Critical Gender Studies
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„Her name is KUCHULU the Archer Girl. She is a warrior 
created in a self-designed game called Dragon Journey. I very 
much see myself in this character that I illustrated during the 
difficult days of the COVID19 pandemic in April 2020.” 

TOUSKA GHOLAMI KHALJIRI 
Master of Arts in Women’s and Gender Studies (GEMMA)

OPPONENTKA
Feminist samizdat zine. Budapest, 2019  
Edited by Kathryn Burns and Anastasia Khodyreva

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1zWUqIndZwMNfAraNYyzyaOSBpIQsY9uA?fbclid=IwAR0f2lnySdq3cD_-PKdORdRlr9OpC7tZHuExi3uz1-f7wskI7MkktMOmVzA
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FACULTY

Francisca de Haan
Head of Department

Erzsébet Barát
Recurrent Visiting 
Associate Professor

Linda Fisher
Associate Professor

Éva Fodor
Associate Professor 

Elissa Helms 
Associate Professor

Nadia Jones-Gailani
Assistant Professor
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Jasmina Lukić 
Professor

Andrea Pető  
Professor

Hadley Z. Renkin
Assistant Professor

Judit Sándor 
Professor

Dorottya Szikra
Visiting Lecturer

Eszter Timár 
Assistant Professor

Hyaesin Yoon 
Assistant Professor

Susan Zimmermann 
University Professor
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Anna Cseh
Departmental and  
MA Coordinator

Gabi Gőbl
MA Coordinator  

Mária Szécsényi  
MA Coordinator  

Natália Versegi  
Ph.D. Coordinator  

STAFF

Photo: Tibor Sándor

“No one is born hating another 
person because of the colour of 
his skin, or his background, or 
his religion. People must learn 
to hate, and if they can learn to 
hate, they can be taught to love, 
for love comes more naturally 
to the human heart than its 
opposite.” 

NELSON MANDELA  

Message from Natália Versegi



GRADUATION 2020 / 20

MESSAGES FROM FACULTY AND STAFF

To Gender Studies students of 2019/20 

We are at the end of a very particular 
academic year, the one which started with 
intense traveling and ended up in isolation. 
A year in which you were innovative, brave 
and inspiring in discovering new cities and 
spaces for living and learning, and sharing 
with us your insights and ideas; and a year in 
which you have been strong, calm, responsible 
and equally brave when it came to a health 
crisis that no one could have predicted. In 
one of the last classes before the closure of 
the university due to Corona I told you that, 
once you grow old, you would be telling your 

grandchildren tales about the time when you 
experienced something that no one in history 
ever did. At this point nobody knows how long 
this Corona crisis will last. But I am sure that 
with your knowledge, energy and courage, 
you will be among those who will help to open 
new possibilities instead of new restrictions. 
Gender Studies students are always special; 
among many extraordinary generations we 
had since 1995, you have an exceptional place, 
being the first in so many ways. I learned a lot 
working with you, 

JASMINA LUKIĆ 
Professor



GRADUATION 2020 / 21

An unhappy and highly disturbing event 
has also marked the 2019/20 academic 
year. GEMMA student Patrick George 
Zaki was arrested on February 7, 2020 
at Cairo airport, when he went home to 
Egypt to visit his family. A researcher on 
gender and human rights, Zaki has been 
questioned on issues related to his work 
and activism. 

The University of Bologna, as his GEMMA 
home university, and the University 
of Granada, as the coordinator of the 
GEMMA consortium, have reacted 
immediately, using all their powers to 
reach out to the Egyptian authorities as 
well as to the international community 
calling for Patrick’s release. CEU has 
immediately joined the initiative, 

supporting the GEMMA consortium 
statement and adding its own call for 
Patrick’s release. 

A series of public gatherings and 
numerous other initiatives in support 
of Patrick have been organized by 
the GEMMA consortium, supported 
by dozens of other universities and 
international organizations. On 
February 27, the GEMMA consortium 
held a joined protest of all seven 
universities; CEU Gender Studies 
students, supported by students from 
other departments, protested in front 
of the CEU Nádor u. 9 building, calling 
for Patrick’s release. Gender Studies  
student Jennifer Edwards has filmed the 
event (Vimeo page; google drive link). 

JULY 2020 - PATRICK GEORGE ZAKI IS STILL IN PRISON

Photo: Tibor Sándor

https://www.ceu.edu/article/2020-02-17/ceu-joins-gemma-consortium-call-immediate-release-student-patrick-george-zaki
https://www.ceu.edu/article/2020-02-17/ceu-joins-gemma-consortium-call-immediate-release-student-patrick-george-zaki
https://vimeo.com/392056445
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1yIbnW5yhNLLWRcj3CahfJrjVrXt9rhUP/view?usp=sharing
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With the Corona virus it became impossible to organize further 
public gatherings, but the University of Granada has created 
a platform called Voices for Patrick, where all of you can add 
your voice to a strong call for his release, or can send your 
contributions in any form (statements, poems, songs, videos, 
pictures): voicesforpatrick@gmail.com.  

After receiving the news that some 530 prisoners in Egypt 
would be pardoned because of the Covid crisis, on June 27 
the Rector of Bologna University, Francesco Ubertini, made a 
statement calling for the release of Patrick as well. Our Rector 
and President Michael Ignatieff supported the statement, as 
did all the other Rectors of the GEMMA consortium universities 
(https://gender.ceu.edu/article/2020-06-28/michael-ignatieff-
president-and-rector-ceu-joins-statement-patrick-zakis) 

However, today, July 17, 2020,  Patrick Zaki is still in prison. On 
July 12, his detention was again prolonged with 45 days. Every 
day we hope for the news of his release.  

In the meantime, the University of Bologna and the University 
of Granada have added Patrick’s glasses to the logo of their 
universities (https://www.unibo.it/en; https://www.ugr.es/en/). 
The empty frame that reminds us that a student is missing 
from his place in the classroom.  

And on July 6, Patrick became an honorary citizen of the city of 
Bologna. 

Budapest, 

Prof. Jasmina Lukić
GEMMA Coordinator, CEU

mailto:voicesforpatrick%40gmail.com?subject=
https://gender.ceu.edu/article/2020-06-28/michael-ignatieff-president-and-rector-ceu-joins-statement-patrick-zakis
https://gender.ceu.edu/article/2020-06-28/michael-ignatieff-president-and-rector-ceu-joins-statement-patrick-zakis
https://www.unibo.it/en
https://www.ugr.es/en/
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This past year I have continued researching 
and writing on the topic of illness and illness 
experience, a project I began developing 
several years ago, and which now coincides 
unexpectedly with current events. My 
framework is a philosophy of illness and in 
particular a phenomenology of illness and 
illness experience, while also drawing on 
feminist theory, disability studies, medical 
humanities, and related work in social science, 
as well as my personal experience living with 
a chronic progressive disease. My aim is to 
unfold and elaborate the nature and lived 
experience of illness within the intersecting 
horizons of the subjective experience and the 
wider situational social world. The themes 
and topics I explore in this study include time 
and temporality, gender, identity, otherness, 
difference, and sociality. 

Illness is both a highly singular experience 
from the perspective of the individual and 
a universal experience, insofar as everyone 
has, can, or will become ill at some point in 
their life; illness is at once individualized and 
shared. And as we are seeing nowadays, it is 
potentially shared on a literally global scale. In 

an age of contagion, our human vulnerability 
and frailty and shared situation are (almost) 
impossible to ignore, as we balance personal 
safety and social responsibility and recognize 
that it is not just someone else who might 
fall ill, but it can be anyone, and indeed could 
be and is us, in our shared susceptibility and 
situation. 

The photo is from a conference on Simone 
de Beauvoir at the University of Latvia in Riga, 
where I presented a keynote address (with 
the assistance of my Designated Reader) 
on Beauvoir’s existential phenomenology of 
alterity and the other, combining several of my 
long standing research themes. An upcoming 
conference at which I was invited to give a pre-
sentation on the phenomenology of illness has 
been cancelled, ironically, due to global illness. 

Last, but not least, warmest congratulations 
to the Graduating Class of 2020, and all the 
best for your future endeavors. Wherever 
your paths may lead you, I hope it brings joy, a 
sense of purpose, and fulfillment.  

Prof. Linda Fisher

LINDA FISHER
Associate Professor
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I took these photos on my last day in the 
department, packing up for the move to 
Vienna. I would like to share them with you 
lest the actual space of the department 
should be washed away into oblivion. This is 
my contribution to this COVID-induced online 
graduation party. I hope the images and 
the stories they evoke „may not disappear 
like fossil trackways in the forest”, echoing the 
Hungarian poet, Attila József’s anxiety from 
1935.  

Congratulations on your graduation, 

Zsazsa Barát 

ERZSÉBET BARÁT
Recurrent Visiting Associate 
Professor
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IN MEMORIAM

Sarah Hegazi, the Egyptian lesbian feminist and 
LGBTQ+ activist who sadly took her own life in Canada 
earlier this month. She was arrested, tortured, and 
imprisoned in Cairo for three months after flying a 
rainbow flag at a Mashrou’ Leila concert in 2017. 

We stand in solidarity with all activists fighting 
authoritarian regimes and the oppression of non-
normative ways of living and being in the world.   

In Sarah’s words:  
ضرألا شم امسلا هزواع انأو ، ضرألا نم ىلحا امسلا “
– The sky is sweeter than the earth, and I want the sky 
not the earth.̋
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EVENTS

In this not uncomplicated year, we had a couple of really nice 
events, of which I would like to commemorate two. 

The first was our so-called “field trip” (our annual outing 
together) to Vienna, on November 23, 2019. We visited the 
Kunstraum Niederoesterreich, Vienna (http://www.kunstraum.
net/en), where we saw an exhibition called STONE TELLING, 
with a guided tour by Daniela Hahn & Andrea Lehsiak.

The second was an art exhibition organized by Anastasiia 
(Asya) Khodyreva, taking place in the Lower Foyer at CEU, 
Nádor u. 15. The exhibition was entitled “Anna Tereshkina: 
Portrait of my Grandmother”.

Prof. Francisca de Haan

Students and faculty in the Kunstraum, prior to the guided tour.

http://www.kunstraum.net/en
http://www.kunstraum.net/en
https://www.kunstraum.net/en/Exhibitions/84-stone-telling?set_language=en
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Picture of the Exhibition poster

Shot from the video made of the Exhibition Opening, with Head of Department 
Francisca de Haan speaking. 
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„You are the rapist” flashmob 8th of March, International Women’s Day
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“Delighted to have had the 
opportunity to teach you and 
learn from you!” 

DOROTTYA SZIKRA 
Visiting Lecturer
 
 

GROUP PHOTOS
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