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NA R R AT I V E S & C R I T I Q U E , R E S I S TA N C E & S O L I DA R I T Y

WELCOME
Welcome to the CEU Graduate Conference in Gender Studies! We are delighted to explore this conference’s theme together with you:
IN/EQUALITIES: narratives & critique, resistance & solidarity.
“Inequality” and “equality” have become central concepts in a wide range of domains engaged with
struggles against injustice, from the structures of social movements, political and policy discourses, to
activist practices, artistic productions, and academic inquiry, particularly in Gender Studies. In a context in which discourses of equality are often embedded in and supportive of projects of nationalism and
quite sympathetic to neoliberal infrastructures of value, precarization and normalization, we believe
it is critical to investigate possibilities of addressing persisting injustices, and the varied forms such an
address might take.
This conference aims to examine the cultural and political infrastructures and productions that underpin, enable, deploy, or contest ‘official’ discourses of equality in policy or legislative frameworks. The
themes of narrative & critique and resistance & solidarity serve as avenues through which to formulate
new investigations and conceptualizations of “in/equalities”. As is evident from the diversity of the panels, these two themes have guided the proliferation of such varied topics as migration, artistic practices
or technological contestations. We are very pleased to welcome so many participants from multiple
backgrounds who will create an ideal platform to share knowledge, strengthen cooperation and form
networks amongst young scholars.
The In/equalities conference is this year’s graduate conference of the Gender Studies Department, organized by its PhD students. It is the second biannual graduate conference organized by the Department, and we hope to continue with this practice in the future as well. The Gender Studies Department
is a postgraduate program that seeks to interrelate and to bring together Women’s and Gender Studies
emerging from a wide range of disciplines in the social sciences and humanities.
This conference is also supported by, and developed in collaboration with, the research project ‘GRACE:
Gender and Cultures of Equality’. GRACE is a Marie Skłodowska-Curie Innovative Training Network
under the Horizon 2020 scheme of the European Commission, led by Principle Investigator Prof. Suzanne Clisby, that aims to investigates the production of cultures of equality in Europe. The fifteen Early
Stage Researchers working on this project are based across a consortium of universities and partners:
University of Hull, University of Bologna, University of Granada, University of Łódź, University of Oviedo, Utrecht University, and Central European University, as well as Atria, Institute on gender equality
and women’s history (Amsterdam) and Associazione Orlando (Bologna). Projects like these attest to the
value of feminist collaborative practices, something we hope to develop in the next days here, too
We warmly welcome all the participants to Budapest and we wish you all a thought-provoking conference, insightful conversations, and a wonderful stay.
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Our special thanks goes to a number of institutions and special, caring individuals without whose help
this event would not be possible:
Central European University, who gave us strong institutional support.
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work and dedication in planning and organizing this event.
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CONFERENCE ORGANIZATION
Co-chairs of the conference board
Iva Dimovska
Lieke Hettinga
Conference board
Natalya Antonova
Tegiye Birey
Francisca de Haan
Edit Jeges
Jasmina Lukic
Hadley Z. Renkin
Didem Salgam
GENERAL INFORMATION
Dates
Thursday, May 3 – Saturday, May 5, 2018.
Venue
Central European University
Nádor u. 9, 11, 13 and 15,
1051, Budapest, Hungary
(see the campus map, p 62)
The conference venues provide a friendly
and prepared environment with easy access
for participants with mobility impairments.

Abbreviations of CEU locations
N13		
Nádor u.13.
N15		
Nádor u.15.
AUDI. A
Nádor u. 15. Auditorium A
AUDI. B
Nádor u. 15. Auditorium B
WiFi
Name: CEUGuest
Password: BudaPest1991
ONSITE REGISTRATION HOURS
Day
May 3, Thursday

Time
17:00 – 17:45

May 4, Friday

8:00 – 9:00

May 5, Saturday

8:00 – 9:00

Location
Front Desk, N15
Lobby
Front Desk, N15
Lobby
Front Desk, N15
Lobby

CEU ID CARD
Your CEU ID card is a part of your welcome package. You will get it at the registration at the Nádor 15
Front Desk upon your arrival. If you cannot come during registration hours, please let us know. You
will not be able to participate without receiving your card, which allows you an access to the conference venues (access to the CEU Library is not included).
CEU ID CARD RETURN
Please make sure you return your CEU ID card before leaving the conference. Two collecting boxes
will be placed at the N15 Front Office Desk and the N15 Cloakroom for your convenience. The conference organizers appreciate your cooperation in sustaining an environmentally friendly CEU by
returning your ID cards.
CONFERENCE NAME TAG
Your CEU ID card is valid together with your conference name tag, please wear them together at all
times at the conference venues.
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CONFERENCE PROGRAM SUMMARY
MAY 3, THURSDAY

Time

Event

Venue

18:00 - 18:10

Opening Remarks by ÉVA FODOR
Welcome by LIEKE HETTINGA
Directing Feminist Documentaries
Speakers: ISABEL DE OCAMPO and HANNA EICHNER
Moderator: ORIANNA CALDERON
Interpreter: ANDRES SARABIA
Opening of Charismatic Ordinariness
Contemporary Hungarian Feminist Art Exhibition
Curator: KATA OLTAI
Reception

N15: AUDI. B

N13: Atrium

Time

Event

Venue

9:00 - 10:30

Panel A
Panel B
Panel C
Coffee break
Panel A
Panel B
Panel C
Lunch break
Keynote lecture by MADINA TLOSTANOVA
Coffee break
Panel A
Panel B
Panel C
Panel D

N13: 301
N13: 302
N13: 303
N13: Atrium
N13: 301
N13: 302
N13: 303
N13: Atrium
N15: 103
N13: Atrium
N13: 301
N13: 302
N13: 303
N15: 104

Time

Event

Venue

9:00 - 10:30

Panel A
Panel B
Panel C
Coffee break
Panel A
Panel B
Panel C
Lunch break
Keynote lecture by NIKTA DHAWAN
Coffee break
Panel A
Panel B
Panel C
Relic performance by AVOEC
Conference dinner

N13: 301
N13: 302
N13: 303
N13: Atrium
N13: 301
N13: 302
N13: 303
N13: Atrium
N15: 103
N13: Atrium
N13: 301
N13: 302
N13: 303
N15: AUDI. A
N15: AUDI. A

18:15 - 19:45

20:00 - 21:00

21:00

N15: AUDI. B

N15: Lower Foyer

MAY 4, FRIDAY

10:30 - 11:00
11:00 - 12:30

12:30 - 14:00
14:00 - 15:30
15:30 - 16:00
16:00 - 17:30

MAY 5, SATURDAY

10:30 - 11:00
11:00 - 12:30

12:30 - 14:00
14:00 - 15:30
15:30 - 16:00
16:00 - 17:30

18:00 - 18:45
20:00
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CONFERENCE PROGRAM BREAKDOWN
MAY 4, FRIDAY
9:00 – 10:30
Panel A: Gender_Tech
Venue: N13: 301
Moderator: Marianna Szczygielska

Panel B: Urban Contestations
Venue: N13: 302
Moderator: Nadia Jones-Gailani

Panel C: Affective Solidary and In/
equality
Venue: N13: 303
Moderators: Katja Chmilewski and
Maria Magdalena Mayer

Parallel sessions
JOHANNA LEVY:
The Affects and Effects of Period-tracking: Menstrual App Users’ Experiences
and Responses to Surveillance and Digitization
LAURA SCHELENZ:
Closing the Gender Digital Divide with Value-Laden Technology? A Critical
Inquiry into the Narrative “Gender Equality through Technology
ANJA GROTEN:
Tools for Co-creation and Situated Making
ALEJANDRA BENETIZ SILVA:
Narratives of Gender Equality in a Boxing Gym
ZERRIN CENGIZ:
Conducting Fieldwork among Muslims in Britain: A theoretical trajectory
RALUCA MARIANA PINZARI:
She Who Laughs, Lasts. Humour and Identity on the Poetry Slam Scene: A
Cross-Cultural Comparison between London and Madrid
ELENA DI PADOVA:
(Un)equal Perspectives of Security in Urban Spaces in Italy
LILY ŃI DHOMHNAILL:
Shame and the Lyric Subject in Citizen and Zong!
MYRIAM GAITSCH:
Affective Governmentality: Public Employment Agents between SelfActivation and Resistant Practices
DANYEL FERRARI:
Producing Inequality through Empathy: Neoliberalism, and the Empathic
Turn in Public Art

10:30 – 11:00

Coffee break

11:00 – 12:30
Panel A: Politics of Vulnerability
Venue: N13: 301
Moderator: Staci Bu Shea

Parallel sessions
LIEKE HETTINGA:
Visibility, Vulnerability, and the Politics of Appearance
NADIA JONES-GAILANI:
(E)racing and Racing the Academic Body
IDA HILLERUP HANSEN: ‘Falling apart’: Prisms of Living with Loss
JELENA BAKIĆ:
Resistance and Solidarity in the 16th Century Three Women Authors and
Paratext between the Two Shores of the Adriatic
VALERIA STABILE:
“Mulier taceat in ecclesia”: Beyond the Male Subject
IOLANDA VASILE:
‘You should have spoken with my husband’: On Women (Self)Representation
and National Independence in Angola (1945-1961)
WILMARIE ROSADO PÉREZ:
Rosalía de Castro and her Feminist Politics

Panel B: Literature and History:
Voices of Resistance
Venue: N13: 302
Moderator: Vita Fortunati

N13: Atrium
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Panel C: Migration and Solidarity
Networks
Venue: N13: 303
Moderator: Ewa Mączyńska

TEGIYE BIREY:
“utvisa inte min kompis!” Politics of Friendship in Migrants’ and Solidarity
Activism in Malmö
DEMET SIR:
Biopolitics of Humanitarianism: Representations of Syrian Refugee Women in
the Context of Turkey
KAMIL KUHR:
Housing in/equality. “The commonwealth” of the Squatters and Immigrants
in Warsaw
MERIC CAGLAR AND MERT KOCAK:
(Im)possibility of Solidarity through Recognizing Intersecting Inequalities of
Refugees and LGBT Individuals

12:30 - 14:00

Lunch break

N13: Atrium

Keynote lecture Decolonizing the Equality Discourse, or Who is More Equal
Than Others Today? by Professor MADINA TLOSTANOVA, Professor,
Linkoping University
16:00 - 17:30
Parallel sessions
Panel A: Interrogating the Visual
NAOKI KAMBE:
Venue: N13: 301
Marginality and Liminality: A Japanese (Former) Hostage’s Vulnerable Body
Moderator: Lieke Hettinga
as Irony
ORIANNA CALDERÓN:
Documentary Cinema as a Diffraction Apparatus for the Visualization of In/
Equalities
ANAHIT GHAZARYAN:
Rewriting the Story of a Woman (and not only): Mariam Shahinyan
PAOLA PRIETO LOPEZ:
Black Lives, Black Words. Transnational Feminist Solidarities in Contemporary
Black British Drama
Panel B: Philosophical In/equalities PRZEMYSŁAW GÓRECKI:
Venue: N13: 302
Towards Equality: on the Positive and Emancipatory Projects of NonModerator: Eszter Timar
Hegemonic Masculinities
STANIMIR PANAYOTOV:
Gender Ambivalence in Pre-Socratic Philosophy
HUGO AMARAL:
Derrida’s Dream of a Feminism to Come
VALERIA MORABITO:
A Philosophical Understanding of the Concept of (Gender) Equality
Panel C: Reimagining Public Spaces BARBARA GRABHER:
Venue: N13: 303
Celebrating Equality? A Gender-sensitive Exploration of Audience Perceptions
Moderator: Andres Sarabia
in ‘Equality-themed’ Cultural Events
CRISTINA BARGE:
Constructing Intersectional Resistance: Reimagining Space with Sisters Uncut
ARPENIK ATABEKYAN:
“Mapping Gendered Spaces in Yerevan”: Deconstruction of Gendered
Inequalities in Urban Spaces
ROZALIE E. BÖGE:
Reading the Routes: Exploring Experiences of Place-making through
Photographs, Walks and Narratives by Refugees in a Middle-sized Town in
Sweden

14:00 - 15:30
Venue: N15: AUDI. B
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Panel D: Reading In/equalities
Venue: N15: 104
Moderator: Wilmarie Rosado Pérez

MAY 5, SATURDAY
9:00 – 10:30
Panel A: Trans* Narratives and
LGBT Activism
Venue: N13: 301
Moderator: Adriana Qubaia-ova

Panel B: Juxtapositions: Feminisms
and the Nation-State
Venue: N13: 302
Moderator: Francisca de Haan

Panel C: NGOs and Activist
Practices
Venue: N13: 303
Moderator: Meric Caglar

LUCA TOSADORI:
Beyond Gender: Sarah Kane’s Blasted and the Metaphorical Representation of
Violence
ZSUZSANNA LÉNÁRT-MUSZKA:
Mothers, Mentors, and Cultures of Solidarity in Alice Walker’s The Color
Purple and Sapphire’s Push
ELEANOR DRAGE:
‘Equality’ and New Forms of Humanism in European Women’s Science Fiction

Parallel sessions
MAGDALENA DERECKA:
Transphobia within the LGBT Community in Poland
RABIA ASLI KORUYUCU:
The Making of Trans Masculine Solidarity Networks among Trans Men,
Lawyers and Psychiatrists in Turkey
NATASA VUCENOVIC:
Homophobia in Serbian Online Discourse: Analysis of Online Comments of
the 2017 Belgrade Pride Parade
SARAH WERNER BOADA:
Behind the Equality Curtain: The Racial Politics of State Feminism in Spain
CHIARA XAUSA:
Legacies of Italian Colonialism in Femonationalist Discourses of In/Equalities
NAWEL GHALI:
The Status of Women within the Complexity of Tunisian Society in Post
Revolution
SARA VERDERI:
Visualizing Violence: Feminist Political Imaginations of the Syrian Diaspora
in the Netherlands
SEYMA ÖZDEMIR:
Travelling on the Liminalities of Gender In/equality: A Conversation with
Pious Muslim Women in Istanbul
ZAHRA MODARES MOUSAVI BEHBAHANI
and GHAZAAL BOZORGMEHR :
Children on the Move: Tracing Discourses of In/Equality in the Narratives of
Afghan Labor Children in the Bazaar of Tehran
MARÍA CÁRDENAS:
Strategies of Ethnicised/Racialized Activists to Challenge White Supremacy
within the Peace Process and Posacuerdo in Colombia

10:30 – 11:00

Coffee break

N13: Atrium

11:00 – 12:30
Panel A: Critiquing Queer, Racialized Narratives
Venue: N13: 301
Moderator: Jennifer Reimer

Parallel sessions
CHRISTOPHER RIVERA:
Brown Queers Unmasked: A Literal, Figurative, and Rhetorical Threat
RENATTA FORDYCE:
Decoloniality and the Guyanese Queer Borderland: The Body as Text in the
“Colonial Matrix”
SOLANGII GALLEGO:
Recording Women’s Rhetorical Contributions: Gender and the Power of
Catalogue in the Writings of Soledad Acosta de Samper
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Panel B: Institutionalizing Gender
Equality
Venue: N13: 302
Moderator: Sarah Werner

Panel C: Feminist Art Praxis
Venue: N13: 303
Moderator: Domitilla Olivieri

ATHENA-MARIA ENDERSTEIN:
Multi-Layered Resistances to Feminist and Gender Knowledges in Training
for Gender Equality: The Perspectives and Counter-Strategies of Gender+
Trainers
TOMMASO TRILLÒ:
EU Equality Bodies and their Tweeted Narratives: Reflections on the Neoliberal
Capture of “Gender Equality”
PERADA PHUMESSAWATDI:
Policy Transfer and Translation: The Reality of the Movement of UN Gender
Mainstreaming into Thailand
DOROTTYA REDAI: “Being a Teacher is not a Male or Female Thing.” Gender
In/Equality Discourses of Teachers in Hungarian Schools
NATALYA ANTONOVA:
Epistemic Antagonism in Feminist Activist Art Studies and the Shift toward
Economic Subject
SALTANAT SHOSHANOVA:
Imagining Gayropa: Power, Politics, Visual Culture, Art and Activism
JESS HOOKS:
The Myth of Interwar Warsaw: Partnering Artists, Local Communities and
Cultural Institutions to Reconcile In/Equalities in Contested Histories
ELLA ROSSMAN:
A Translation from Feminist to Feminist: Russian Feminist Art in 2010s

12:30 - 14:00

Lunch break

14:00 - 15:30
Venue: N15: AUDI. B

Keynote lecture Transnational Justice and Gendered Vulnerability: Feminist
Politics and (Im)possible Solidarities by Professor NIKTA DHAWAN,
Professor, University of Innsbruck

15:30 - 16:00

Coffee break

16:00 - 17:30
Panel A: Sexual Rights and Feminist
Contestations
Venue: N13: 301
Moderator: Elisa Arfini

Parallel sessions
JOANNA SIERACKA:
Black Protest A.D. 2016: For Freedom of Choice or Equal Rights? (In)equality
in Feminist Discourse on Abortion Rights in Contemporary Poland
ZUZANNA SZUTENBERG:
“What you need is a bloke.” A Century of Continuity and Rupture in Practices
of Negative Referencing vs. Feminist Strategies of Presence
HAZAL ATAY:
Telemedical Abortion and its Implications for the Abortion Rhetoric
MELPOMENI ANTONAKAKI:
Experiments in Compliance and Complicity. Institutional Violence as Genomic
Date Fiction
MARIANNE GUNDERSON:
Affective Involvement and Low Theory: (Fan)Fiction and Resistance through
Complicity
MASHA SEMASHYNA:
Fictions of Vulnerability and Resistance: The Martyrology of the Late Russian
Avant-garde

Panel B: Narratives of complicity,
fictions of resistance. Tracing affective investments in stories we tell
Venue: N13: 302
Moderator: Iva Dimovska
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Panel C: Feminist Knowledge
Practices
Venue: N13: 303
Moderator: James Turner

18:00 – 18:45
Venue: N15: AUDI. A
20:00

JULIA GANTERER and MARIA MUCKE:
Who is excellent? Reflecting on Female Young Scientist Support at Universities
ÁNGELA HARRIS SÁNCHEZ and ANA GARCÍA LÓPEZ:
Hegemonies of Power vs. Affective Relational Anarchy in Social Inclusion
Disciplines: Two Case Studies and a Feminist Toolbox.
NIC SHALL: “Studying Up” Rape Culture in England and Wales: A Queer,
Feminist, Abolitionist Approach
ANDREA TOTH: Shifting Meanings, In/Equal Meanings. Women’s Body
Writing and Hetero/sexist Discourses in the Post-socialist Semi-peripher
Relic by Avoec performance
Conference dinner at Wasabi Extra (1051, Hercegprimas u. 4)
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SPECIAL PROGRAMS
DIRECTING FEMINIST DOCUMENTARIES
Moderator: ORIANNA CALDERON, GRACE ESR 13
Filmmakers ISABEL DE OCAMPO and HANNA EICHNER will have a conversation about feminist
practices in documentary filmmaking, which they will illustrate with excerpts from their films,
“Equalady” (Eichner, 2014) and “You will be a Man” (De Ocampo, 2017).
Isabel de Ocampo is a producer, screenwriter
and filmmaker. She is a graduate in Image
Science from the Complutense University
of Madrid, and studied Cinema Direction at
ECAM. In 2009, she won the Goya Award for
the Best Short Fictional Film for “ MIENTE”
(“SHE LIES”): among other national and
international awards. She was nominated again
for the Goya Award for the Best New Director
for her feature film “EVELYN”. Both films deal
with the sexual trafficking of women and girls.
She also directed and produced “PIRATES
AND DRAGONFLIES”, a documentary dealing
with adolescents, theatre and violence, and is currently involved in the Post-production of “SERÁS
HOMBRE” (“YOU WILL BE A MAN”), a documentary which explores the socio-cultural make-up of
the male gender.
Hanna Eichner graduated from ELTE University
in Budapest with a BA degree in Film History
and Theory, then did her MA in Intercultural
Psychology and Pedagogy. Her interest lies
in using documentaries for social integration
especially working with disadvantaged and
marginalized groups. Finishing university
she worked for Palantír Film Foundation
where she was responsible to organize film
clubs and filmmaking workshops for asylum
seekers in a reception center. She also took
part in documenting the process and made a
project film. She made a filmmaking project
for disadvantaged Roma kids in Dr. Ámbédkar school in Sajókaza. In 2014 she made my first short
documentary Equalady, that was screened in various Hungarian festivals, such as Verzio IDFF.
Smaragdfalva, a short documentary made together with Flora Chilton was awarded in Savaria Film
Festival. Eichner is a freelance videographer working for several NGO-s in Hungary, and also a core
team member of Verzio since 2015.
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CHARISMATIC ORDINARIESS: New medium-based feminist perspectives in Hungary
Exhibition opening hours: 10:00 a.m. - 20:00 p.m. (May 3 - 7, 2018)
Curator: KATA OLTAI
Artists: Nadja ANDRASEV, Ágnes EPERJESI, Andi GÁLDI VINKÓ, Kati GLASER, Luca GŐBÖLYÖS,
Mária KALÁCSKA, Réka LŐRINCZ, Tímea PIROTH, Fanni SZILÁGYI, Luca TÓTH, Dorottya
VÉKONY, Ágnes VEREBICS, ZINA
Ági VEREBICS:
Hairy Gang, 2015
c-print, 160x66 cm

NEW M E DIUM -BA SE D F E M I NI S T
PE R SPE C TIVE S I N HUN GA RY
3 – 17 May, 2018
Central European University
1051 Budapest, Nádor u. 15.
Nadja ANDRASEV, Ágnes EPERJESI, Andi GÁLDI VINKÓ, Kati GLASER,
Luca GÖBÖLYÖS, Réka LŐRINCZ, Tímea PIRÓTH, Fanni SZILÁGYI,
Luca TÓTH, Dorottya VÉKONY, Ágnes VEREBICS, ZINA
Curated by Kata OLTAI

Organized by Department of Gender Studies, CEU

Supported by:

The European Commission supports the production of the
exhibited artworks which reflect the views only of the artists, and
the Commission cannot be held responsible for any use which
may be made of the information contained therein.

Charismatic Ordinariness moves away from the idea of a
traditional retrospective exhibition and towards a more
medium-oriented show representing the most interesting
new paths in film (animation and shorts) and photography.
For a new generation of women artists in Hungary it is a
clear decision to call themselves ‘feminist’ or someone who
speaks about female or feminine issues, which wasn’t the case
ten years before. They comment and criticize the given social
context, talk about pleasure, desire and bodies. Charismatic
Ordinariness explores the meaning of the ‘female gaze’, issues
of sexuality and the female form. It displays the newly growing
interest in family and ageing, and critiques the traditional
values of the ‘household nun’. The exhibition showcases
representatives from mid-generation and emerging artists side
by side, who consider feminist practices as methods that are
capable of destabilizing stereotypes against women through
processes of interrogation, decentralization and criticism.

RELIC BY AVOEC
Relic is a performance that is a container of desires. It is a non-linear exploration of themes of
closure, endings, and identity through the activation of our archive of performative longings. We
question the notion of value in artistic creation,
particularly in conversation with the context of an
academic conference. With a playful approach to
performance, we embrace the mundane, the absurd,
and the spectacular.
AVOEC is a multidisciplinary collaboration between
LORI BALDWIN (US) and LUIZA MORAES
(BR). AVOEC creates work that disrupts binaries,
embraces uncertainty, and revels in quiet spectacles.
Working between the realms of performance,
theatre and live art, their work is concerned with
the experimental edges of traditional art making.
AVOEC is currently based in Budapest.
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KEYNOTE LECTURES
MADINA TLOSTANOVA: Decolonizing the Equality Discourse, or Who is More Equal Than Others
Today? (Professor of Postcolonial Feminisms, Linkoping University)
The famous quotation from George Orwell’s 1945 dystopia Animal Farm stating that some animals
are more equal than others, has become a common phrase satirizing the demagogy of proclaimed
egalitarianism quickly turning into dictatorship. Yet if Orwell arguably draws a thin allegory of
Bolshevism at the dawn of the Cold War, in today’s world of the winning (neo)liberal modernity
with its unsightly nationalist and/or neoimperial lining, it is more relevant to problematize the
emasculation of the naturalized (neo)liberal equality discourses still grounded in the modern/colonial
logic of dehumanization and dispensability of lives – human and other, and in the systematic inversion
of human rights. As a result more and more people become increasingly subjected to the futureless
ontology which allows for different degrees and forms of inequality and vulnerability, yet forces more
and more groups into the permanent state of exception, war ethics, or at least a naturalized competition
for the pittance on the part of those few who are “more equal than others”. What can we oppose to
this ersatz equality discourse, marked by coloniality of being, of knowledge and of sensing? In my talk
I will reflect on the possible ways of decolonizing the (neo)liberal equality model through shifting
from the “will to power” to “the will to life” (Dussel), from human rights to the “life rights” (Mignolo),
from equality to parity (Marcos), from agonistics to deep coalitions (Lugones) and co-relationality
(Vazquez) of those who are not more equal than others. I will specifically focus on the possible forms
and ways of resistance and horizontal solidarity of the postcolonial and postsocialist feminisms.

Madina Tlostanova is a decolonial thinker
and writer, professor of postcolonial
feminisms at Linköping University
(Sweden). She focuses on decolonial
thought,
non-Western
feminisms,
postsocialist studies, contemporary activist
art. She was a DAAD visiting professor in
the University of Bremen (2006, 2011), an
international researcher at Duke University
(2007), a visiting scholar at Linköping
University (2013) and Södertorn University
(2014). She has taught in several decolonial
international summer schools (Tarragona,
Middelburg, Telciu). Her most recent books include Learning to Unlearn: Decolonial Reflection from
Eurasia and the Americas (co-authored with Walter Mignolo, Ohio State UP, 2012), Postcolonialism
and Postsocialism in Fiction and Art: Resistance and Re-existence (Palgrave Macmillan, 2017) and
the forthcoming What Does it Mean to be Post-Soviet? Decolonial Art from the Ruins of the Soviet
Empire (Duke University Press, 2018).
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NIKITA DHAWAN: Transnational Justice and Gendered Vulnerability: Feminist Politics and
(Im)possible Solidarities (Professor of Political Science/Political Theory and Gender Studies and
Director of the Research Platform Gender Studies: “Identities – Discourses – Transformations” at
the University of Innsbruck, Austria)
In recent discussions on gender justice, there has been increasing focus on transnational feminist
networks as facilitating “solidarity across borders”. In the face of growing global interdependence,
the hope is that a transnational citizen’s movement could potentially galvanize global co-operation
in overcoming gender violence and promoting gender equality. In my paper I will argue that while
new modes of collective agency can emerge by drawing on gendered vulnerability as a site of
political agency,“global sisterhood” can inadvertently also function as a technology of neoliberal
governmentality. Against this background, my talk will critically engage with the prospects and limits
of global gender justice from a postcolonial perspective.

Nikita Dhawan is Professor of Political Science (Political
Theory and Gender Studies) and Director of the Research
Platform Gender Studies: “Identities – Discourses –
Transformations” at the University of Innsbruck, Austria.
Her publications include: Impossible Speech: On the
Politics of Silence and Violence (2007); Decolonizing
Enlightenment: Transnational Justice, Human Rights
and Democracy in a Postcolonial World (ed., 2014);
Global Justice and Desire: Queering Economy (coed., 2015); Negotiating Normativity: Postcolonial
Appropriations, Contestations and Transformations (coed., 2016), Difference that makes no Difference: The NonPerformativity of Intersectionality and Diversity (ed.,
2017). She received the Käthe Leichter Award in 2017 for
outstanding achievements in the pursuit of women’s and
gender studies and in support of the women’s movement
and the achievement of gender equality.
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CONFERENCE ABSTRACTS
Friday, May 4, 9:00 – 10:30 | Session A: Gender_Tech |Moderator: Marianna Szczygielska
Johanna Levy, University of Granada & University of Bologna (GRACE): The affects and effects of
period-tracking: menstrual app users’ experiences and responses to surveillance and digitization
Menstrual applications (apps) are software programs that run on mobile devices and support tracking
of menstrual cycles through recording and interpretation of periods and menstrual cycle-associated
sensations, emotions and experiences. Although (self-)monitoring of periods has a long history
including the use of paper calendars, cycle calculation discs and birth control chains, app-supported
observation calls for a reconsideration of issues such as surveillance and datafication. Based on data
gathered from qualitative interviews with menstrual app users in Granada, Spain and Vienna, Austria,
I want to present the preliminary results concerning users’ experiences and responses to surveillance
and digital data creation. Against the background of underlying and emerging sociocultural in/
equalities, the present paper seeks to identify first answers to two main questions: 1) How do digitized
menses and surveillance feel?, and 2) What are the practices and resistances that arise from the
described sensory and emotional experiences? In the first part I aim to describe the emotions and
sensations that arise from human-menstrual app interactions and illustrate how they create and
influence understandings of digitization and surveillance. This will include feelings such as impotence,
joy and empowerment, which accompany and support diverse perceptions of surveillance as a tool
for self-knowledge, as imposed from institutions, or as care. The second part focuses on menstrual
app users’ strategies to handle the increasing digitization of their menses, bodies and mental spheres.
Here, I want to discuss practices such as self-censorship, relativization and quitting. The presented
work will draw on phenomenological conceptions of (inter-)embodiment, sociomaterial approaches
that foreground the role of non-human actors and affective turn literature. As mentioned above, I
aim to pay close attention to the sociocultural in/equalities shaping users’ experiences and responses
to surveillance and digitization and examine how digital menstrual tracking might strengthen, (re-)
produce and/or question in/equalities based on gender differences, sexuality, race, able-bodiedness
and digital literacy.
Laura Schelenz, University of Tübingen: Closing the Gender Digital Divide with Value-Laden
Technology? A Critical Inquiry into the Narrative “Gender Equality through Technology”
In recent decades, transnational corporations, government programs, and non-profit organizations
have increasingly exported technology to the Global South in order to close the so-called digital
divide. The theory and practice of development through digitalization is subsumed under the term
“Information and Communication Technology for Development (ICT4D)”. The narratives used in
said efforts emphasize the hope for equal opportunities through technology (in terms of education,
health, employment, and democratic participation). Actors in the field of ICT4D especially target
women with a narrative “gender equality through technology” (e.g. ITU, UN Women). They claim
that technology access and skills will empower women. However, critics in the fields of ICT4D and
technology ethics have argued that technology implementation in the Global South can reinforce
existing power relations and inequalities (Kleine 2013; Alzouma 2005), especially when it comes to
systemic gender inequalities embedded in capitalism and patriarchy (Wakunuma 2013). Technology
ethicists argue that technology is not neutral and may indirectly impose certain values and norms
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on users (Brey 2010; Ess 2002; Nissenbaum 2005). In my presentation, I will investigate the “gender
equality through technology” narrative by focusing on Technovation, an initiative aimed at increasing
girls’ technology skills. I will analyse statements made by the organization and draw on further sources
such as the documentary “CODEGIRL”. I will then show that the “gender equality through technology”
narrative clashes with critiques advanced in the fields of ICT4D and technology ethics. My presentation
will ultimately propose that actors be more cautious in advocating women’s empowerment through
technology.
Anja Groten, University of Leiden: Tools for co-creation and situated making
Drawing on practice-based research as well as design practice, and community organization this
talk discusses in/equalities by looking at limits and possibilities of critical making1–and more
specifically by putting forward the work of Amsterdam-based collective Hackers & Designers and
their collaboration with the Utrecht-based collective Read-in on the Feminist Search Tool. Hackers &
Designers (H&D) is a community initiating collaborative projects, hacks and educative activities such
as hands-on workshops to question contemporary technological developments. By researching, and
breaking apart technology, H&D seeks to investigate questions about our reliance on dominant forms
of technology. H&D engages with designers, and developers from both activist/ethically invested
practices and communities as well as startup communities. Engaging with the different communities
H&D aims to provoke dialectical tension without rendering frictional qualities obsolete. By instigating
oppositional forces throughout the making process H&D underlines that technologies are humanmade, and humans come with identities, motives and experiences. Haraway addresses the question of
Who is technology?: “Technologies are skilled practices. How to see? Where to see from? What limits
to vision? What to see for? Whom to see with? Who gets to have more than one point of view? Who
gets blinded? Who wears blinders?” (Haraway) Considering those technologies that surround us and
enable our practices, are developed mostly by white male middle class heteronormative programmers
and entrepreneurs, H&D proposes to critically reflect and rethink common modes of production.
Drawing on Bruno Latour’s description of design as a modest, moderating practice, and Jacques
Derrida’s radical notion of hospitality, processes of genuine collective making can enable criticality.
In order to question common conceptions about “non-credibility, of the nondominant” (GibsonGraham) however the notion of ‘modesty’ and common understandings of means of facilitation
demand critical inquiry.
Friday, May 4, 9:00 – 10:30 | Session B: Urban Contestations | Moderator: Nadia-Jones Gailani
Alejandra Benetiz Silva, University of Hull & University of Oviedo (GRACE): Narratives of gender
equality in a boxing gym
Sport is a site where dominant and traditional discourses on gender, the body and sexuality remain
(Vertinsky, 2006 in Meân & Kassing, 2008). Additionally, sport as a social institution is configured
by a hegemonic and patriarchal construction of gender and biological essentialism based on sex
differences. As such, it legitimizes inequalities between men and women. What is more, sport has
been an “ideological underpinning of men’s social power and privilege” (Messner, 2002:142). The latter
occurs specially in those sports which involve characteristics perceived as masculine, such as “physical
power, strength, violence, aggression and muscularity”(Linder, 2012:464). It is apparent therefore,
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that boxing has been a masculine sport par excellence. Despite that boxing has been considered a
“quintessentially masculine space” (Wacquant, 2005:462), women have participated in boxing since
the 18th century (Woodward, 2010). Never the less, in the last few decades their presence has achieved
more visibility. Women in boxing have challenged the gender regime of boxing and the dichotomist
construction of gender. However, the participation of women has not necessarily raised gender
awareness in boxing, nor eliminated the discrimination against women within it. In addition, it does
imply that the construction of boxing as a masculine site where hegemonic masculinity monopolizes
power and privilege has been modified. Taking into consideration the masculine construction of
sport, and especially of boxing, with the goal of exploring the narratives around the in/equalities
experienced in this arena, my paper explores the meaning of gender equality and the participation
of women in boxing, a sport historically dominated by men but where the participation of women
has been rising. The aim of this is not only to analyse the presence of women in this sport which has
produced systematic transformations leading to gender equality cultures but also to raise awareness
on the challenges and resistances that the production of gender equality cultures has nowadays. My
paper presents a gender and feminist analysis of data collected between September 2017 and March
2018 through ethnographic methods (participant observation and semi-structured interviews). These
methods have been conducted in a boxing academy in the North of the UK where takes place the
fieldwork of my research project “Sport as a site for the production of cultures of equality” which is
part of the GRACE Project to be concluded in the Summer of 2019. Considering that the collection
and analysis of data is an on-going process the paper will discuss intermediary findings of my research,
especially those related to the meaning of gender equality and the participation of women in boxing
for boxers (women and men), coaches, members of the boxing community (i.e. boxer´s parents) and
boxing policy makers.
Zerrin Cengiz, Utrecht University & Central European University (GRACE): Conducting Fieldwork
among Muslims in Britain: A Theoretical Trajectory
This chapter is devoted to the outlining of the main theoretical frameworks which inform and are
informed by my ethnographic fieldwork among Muslims in Britain as well as the subsequent analysis
I will carry out based on the data I have been collecting. I have been gathering this data in the forms
of participant observation in an Islamic faith and practice-based inclusive equality initiative in the
UK –an inclusive mosque organization, conducting interviews with individuals whom are affiliated
with that setting and spending time with them in their daily lives outside of the mosque space for
slightly over 6 months in London. Firstly, I will give an overview of the history of and the literature
on Muslims and Islam in Europe as well as the related debates on the connection between the idea of
Europe and Christianity. Here, I will delineate some of the historical and current accounts on Muslims
living in Europe in addition to a review of some recent theories on how to conceptualize the Muslim
populations living on the continent today (Brubaker, 2013; Sofos & Tsagarousianou, 2013; Balibar,
2016; Cesari, 2007; Ponzanesi & Blaagaard, 2011). Secondly, on the basis of the debates around postsecularism and its relation to feminist debates in the so-called West, I will then locate my take on how to
approach religion, Islam and feminism in Europe within the theoretical scholarly debates (Parmaksiz,
2017; Braidotti, 2008; Braidotti, Blaagaard, de Graauw & Midden, 2014; Bracke, 2008). Following that,
I will finally discuss the theoretical aspects of Islamic feminism (Ahmed, 1992; Mernissi, 1992; Wadud,
1999; Barlas, 2002) and argue for a re-thinking of how to understand the concept within the scope of
my research with reference to the frameworks of “doing gender”, “doing religion” and “doing feminism”
by thinking through my fieldwork insights (West & Zimmerman, 1987; Avishai, 2008).
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Raluca Mariana Pinzari, University of Oviedo & University of Hull (GRACE): She Who Laughs,
Lasts. Humour and Identity on the Poetry Slam Scene: A Cross-Cultural Comparison between London
and Madrid
The idea for this paper arose from an ongoing research on poetry slams, which seeks to analyse how
humour and laughter are deployed in urban poetry performances and see if the younger generation
consequently creates, feeds or contests a culture of gender equality. This paper, reflecting my own
experience of attending such events in the two capital cities, situates the relevance of humour and
identity in poetry slams and draws on the presence of young women in alternative cultural spaces
from a gender perspective in the multicultural cities of London and Madrid. The analysis that follows
is based on poetry anthologies, on data collected through participant observation of performances,
workshops and other activities held in the mentioned cities. I have discovered that the language most
of them adopt is the language of laughter: humour. I use the term humour as an umbrella term for the
various humorous styles I have encountered in live poetry performances throughout my fieldwork
period (2016-2017). Most often, the humour employed by the young adults exposes injustice and
brutal logic, and gives easy access to puzzling and distressing truths thus making poetry slams ‘the
most successful poetry movement of the late twentieth and early twenty-first centuries’ (Gregory,
2008: 63). My study aims to enrich the imagery of cities and the actions that young women take within
them and see how they use and change the space and time they inhabit within the urban environment.
The main focus of this paper is set on the poetry performed by two young women from these cities:
Sara Hirsch and Alejandra Martínez.
Elena Di Padova, Independent Researcher: (Un)equal perspectives of security in urban spaces in Italy
Italian policies on urban security - notwithstanding declaring to be pursued for the full enjoyment of
rights, people’s wellbeing and pacific coexistence - are in reality reinforcing patterns of exclusions of
already marginalized people. The concept of ‘public decency’ – through which security is defined – is
establishing who deserves to live and enjoy public spaces and who is not. It is aimed to be make cities
safe, clean and livable with no visible factors of social marginalization – and consequently attractive
for tourism and economic investments. The application of security laws has provided local authorities
– many motivated by new fascist, nationalist and racist sentiments - with the power to legally remove
from their cities homeless people, squatters, beggars, street vendors (most of whom migrant people)
and sometimes to restrict forms of political dissent. Also ‘indecent women’ have been targeted
particularly those ones who are displaying their identity in public places: lesbian couples, transgender
people and prostitutes. Urban spaces become exclusive places that can be enjoyed only by those ‘good’
and ‘decent’ people who conform to dominant socially accepted models, living virtually room only
to heterosexual, gender-conforming, wealthy, non-politically active Italian males. In juxtaposition to
this model stands the approach developed by Italian nationwide feminist movement Non Una Di
Meno which proposes itself as truly inclusive, especially to the most marginalized and those who are
not conforming to societal and gender dominant models. The plural and intersectional world vision
promoted and the cohabitation of multiple subjectivities questions the viability of a single model for
good citizens. Non Una Di Meno is striving to work grassroots to change people’s mind and transform
unequal societies; it is aiming to reshape a new concept of security that is built by women themselves
through recognition and enjoyment of diversity, self-determination and public actions of reclaiming
and retaking their streets.
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Friday, May 4, 9:00 – 10:30 | Session C: Affective Solidarity and in/equality | Moderator: Katja
Chmilewski and Maria Magdalena Mayer
How can we broaden our understanding of in/equality with a focus on affect, emotion and feeling?
Where does a theorizing of affect show possibilities of resistance and solidarity? Considering multiple
forms of discrimination like racism, sexism and heteronormativity: where do affects/emotions foster
inclusion – where exclusion? In this panel, we will discuss contributions of the heterogeneous debate
on affects and emotions to questions of (political) power, in/equality and solidarity. Drawing on the
empirical examples of the role of feelings in the work of labor market agents and the relationship
of shame and racism in literature, we seek to analyze and connect multiple facets of this theoretical
thinking and to combine them with political agency and activism.
Lily Ní Dhomhnaill, University of Cambridge: Shame and the Lyric Subject in Citizen and Zong!
This paper will explore the performance involved in ‘confessional’ poetry, and the construction of
selfhood that this affective structure allows. Denise Riley writes that “language does not so much
express feeling but (to use American English) in itself it ‘does’ feeling.” (Denise Riley, The Words of
Selves: Identification, Solidarity, Irony (Stanford: Stanford University Press, 2000), p. 36.) If language
does feeling then what, in turn, does the language of feelings ‘do’? Specifically, I want to ask: what
does a confession of shame ‘do’ to the voice that speaks it and the ears and eyes that hear or read it?
I will discuss two recent texts that interrogate the links between shame, race, and lyric subjectivity
(Claudia Rankine, Citizen: An American Lyric (London: Penguin, 2015). M. Nourbese Philip wrote
Zong! (Toronto: The Mercury Press, 2008) using words from a legal document regarding an 18th
century slave ship. The interiority of a white sailor emerges from the poems by means of an agonized
confession, while the African slaves on board remain largely anonymous. Claudia Rankine’s Citizen
speaks directly to the ‘confessional’ poetry movement of the 1960s, and posits citizenship as linguistic
artifice, constructed in the image of a certain type of grievable (white) personhood. The dense repetition
of pronouns implicate the reader by making it unclear whether we can identify with the voice that is
speaking—and even whether it is a singular voice at all. Sara Ahmed argues that, for some subjects,
the performance of shame allows for a closer approximation of the ‘national ideal.’ (Sara Ahmed, The
Cultural Politics of Emotion (Edinburgh: Edinburgh University Press, 2014), p. 107). With the help of
Philip and Rankine, I will consider the more fluid possibilities available to lyric poetry when this ‘ideal’
is understood as artifice.
Myriam Gaitsch, University of Vienna: Affective Governmentality: Public Employment Agents between
Self-Activation and Resistant Practices
Under the famous leitmotiv “from welfare to workfare” and by means of New Public Management
(NPM) the public administration of unemployment all over Europe have been restructured towards
an increased efficiency coupled with a strong output-orientation. These transformations have also
brought new realities of work upon civil servants. In this process, the ability to morally support and to
motivate job seekers, to feel empathy but also to be demanding becomes a central work requirement
for public employment agents (EA), so that I conceive affective labor as the centerpiece of interactive
service work and a contested area of NPM. Based on my focused ethnographic study, I am to discuss
the self-governing technologies of the employment agents working in the public employment service
of a French-speaking canton in Switzerland. I am particularly interested in their ways of perceiving the
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various and often contradictory work requirements, how they implement the organizational demands
in their every-day work practices, and how and in which circumstances their affectivity comes into
play. Moreover, I focus specifically on their everyday practices of resistance and I ask about the role of
affects in the interplay of disciplinary technologies and practices of the self. Adopting a Foucauldian
perspective, I hold, that the subjectivity of the “whole person” providing a service is at stake in an
interplay of organizational demands, constraints, and (affective) self-management. I argue, that the
adopted subjectivities can be either resistant or compliant or perhaps a hybrid mixture and I claim that
the affective labor of the “street-level-bureaucrats” (Lipsky 1980/2010) provides the ground for (new)
forms of solidarity and resistance. Methodically, I draw on a broad data-base encompassing various
sorts of qualitative data (i.e. semi-biographic interviews with EAs, expert interviews observation
protocols, policy documents) and my paper shall contribute to question on how to empirically analyze
affects and emotions in in state bureaucracies highly influenced by transformation mechanisms such
as NPM and the activation imperative.
Danyel M. Ferrari, Rutgers University: Producing Inequality through Empathy: Neoliberalism, and the
Empathic Turn in Public Art
In the years following the summer of 2015’s sudden media focus on the ongoing issue of forced
migration, a number of public artworks have taken up the issue as both political cause and artistic
subject. The artists claim to intend to raise awareness of forced migration and the deaths which have
occurred therein. Some of the most visible and widely disseminated of these have largely focused on the
death’s in transit, and model their visual strategies on memorialization. I am interested in how public
artworks and their role in civic production have shifted from their initial conception for the monument,
through the Cold War era of national identity building, toward the current model of “convivial”
social production and its relationship to what Carolyn Pedwell has called neoliberal “transnational
empathy”— particularly as it is indicated and elicited through practices of memorialization. Pedwell’s
work on transnational empathy and its utilization in neoliberal economies suggests that empathy itself
requires examination, that it may, contrary to the intentions of those who deploy it, work to further
solidify positions as either “subjects” or “objects of empathy”, and the inequality that those categories
reify (Pedwell, 2012). While Pedwell works on literature and political rhetoric; I am interested in
expanding her criticisms of empathy discourses to encounter art, and explicitly how art and public art
elicits certain affective performances. The recent announcement of the Minneapolis Institute of Art’s
plan to open a “Center for Empathy and the Visual Arts” with a grant from the Andrew W. Mellon
Foundation suggests a shift in the civic role for art; beyond, though perhaps most visible in public
art, art has become responsible for empathy production. How can we begin to address the ways in
which empathy is elicited, and mobilized after the fact? What models do other art practices offer for
how we we can maintain the focus on solidarity and and prevent the often troubling “recapture” of
empathy toward the constitution of their audiences and erasure the specific political subjectivities of
those objects of empathy on whose behalf they claim to speak?
Cofee Break: 10:30 – 11:00
Panel sessions: 11:00 – 12:30
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Friday, May 4, 11:00 – 12:30 | Session A: Politics of Vulnerability | Moderator: Staci Bu Shea
This panel, titled Politics of Vulnerability, seeks to examine the concept of vulnerability as a starting
point to reflect on issues around ‘in/equalities’. The concept of vulnerability grasps aspects of power
relations, embodied life, and material distribution, and it provokes us to explore a vocabulary and
analytics that resists an either/or premise of in/equalities and rather opens up space for reflection on
their complex interactions and relations. We consider vulnerability not as a site of negativity that has to
be overcome or balanced, while we also acknowledge the difficulty in making bodily interdependence
the basis for formulating political attachments. What kind of knowledge practices arise in analyzing
the politics of vulnerability that are constructive for various modes of addressing injustices? This
panel will examine how discussing vulnerability opens up theoretical, analytical, and methodological
reflections in our research.
Lieke Hettinga, Central European University & Utrecht University (GRACE): Visibility, Vulnerability,
and the Politics of Appearance
In this presentation, my aim is to think through the intimate connections between the politics of
visibility and vulnerability. My entry point into discussing the politics of vulnerability is Judith Butler’s
work on vulnerability as a bodily state, that reformulates concepts of agency and political resistance.
Butler’s theory creates space for thinking how bodily actions performatively delineate the space of the
political. I analyze how Butler’s understanding of vulnerability shares notions of interdependency,
infrastructure, and support that are circulating in disability studies and activism. However, her reliance
on Arendt’s notion of the ‘space of appearance’, that space where bodily actions are automatically
political actions, reinforces a public/private, or visible/invisible, divide that might be unsustainable for
disability politics. Taking cue from this tension, I ask how we might think of the space of appearance
differently, beyond traditional notions of public assembly, presence, or visibility? What does the space
of appearance mean in activist and artistic productions in scenes of disability and trans politics, sites
which I analyze in my dissertation? In approaching these questions, I examine the intricate relationship
between vulnerability and visibility, and the political stakes of how our bodies evidence vulnerability.
Nadia Jones-Gailani, Central European University: (E)racing and Racing the Academic Body
Using personal and collected narratives, my paper will explore the fraught racial identity politics within
the academy that women academics of mixed-race or hybrid backgrounds embody. As a feminist
scholar of mixed Arab and white descent, I can ‘pass’ as white whilst I also face the vulnerability of
being perceived as not quite white enough, and neither brown enough to be useful to the diversity
hiring model employed in the US academic system. Drawing upon the work of Parin Dossa (2009;
2013) who offers a framework that connects antiracist feminism and disability studies, this paper will
reflect on exclusion based on multiple identities that cannot be disaggregated. I will examine how
vulnerability and ‘fitness’ is imagined within the academy, and how women of colour - many of whom
are also migrants - cannot ‘belong’ as part of the western academy proper, and are frequently forced to
‘prove’ that they possess the legitimacy to speak for the women that they study.
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ida Hillerup Hansen, Central European University: ‘Falling apart’: prisms of living with loss
Expressions like ‘falling apart’ (Didion), ‘being broken’ (Aidt, Mallarmé) and of ‘not wanting to be
fixed’ (Sedgwick) are widely evident across autobiographical accounts of loss. Within the biomedical
discourse that is currently informing what diagnostic parameters of grief are incorporated into
international registers of psychiatric pathology (the DSM-5 and WHO’s International Classification
of Diseases), expressions like these are likely to be assumed openings for the encouraged reparative
interventions on the subject in grief like those behaviours their [registers] supporting scientific
literature marks as ‘retardations’, ‘functional impairments’ and ‘hallucinatory experiences’ (Zisook et
al., 426). This paper approaches these expressions as ontological in quality meaning, I assume they
reflect how loss may entail confrontations with the inevitable and irreparable vulnerability and precarity
of existence. As such, they neither can nor need they be repaired. Mindful that vulnerabilities are as
differently distributed across socio-political and economic strata as they are specifically embodied
and experienced, I move to utilise the sensory, cognitive and affective textures of these expressions
as prisms through which to scrutinise and challenge the ideological and normative assumptions the
biomedical discourse on grief generates and imposes on the subject.
Friday, May 4, 11:00 – 12:30 | Session B: Literature and History: Voices of Resistance |
Moderator: Vita Fortunati
Jelena Bakić, University of Porto: Resistance and Solidarity in the 16th Century: Three Women Authors
and Paratext between the Two Shores of the Adriatic
The aim of this paper is to contribute to the two important fields: the women’s authorship during the
second half of the 16th century, and their paratextual contribution to the debate querelle des femmes,
between the two shores of the Adriatic. This paper will represent textual case studies - ‘discoursive
paratextual prose’ (dedicatory epistles, dedicatory sonnets, errata corrige, trial testimony and letters)
penned by three women authors. Two authors Maria Gondola (1582/1584), and Speranza di Bona
(1569) are connected with the Ragusan (Dubrovnik) environment, meanwhile the third one, Camilla
Herculiana (1584) lived in Padua. Apart from the fact that their work was written in Italian and
appeared almost at the same historical moment, in a post-Tridentine context, and until recently
remained forgotten, it is a voice of defence of the female equality in the paratextual elements of their
discursive secular prose that connects these three authors. Relaying on paratextual theory, mainly
based in the work of Genette (1987) and Dunn (1994), as well as on the theory which comes from the
fields of micro-history and New Historicism, this paper will argue that by focusing our attention on
three less known and apparently isolated women and the contexts in which their work appeared, we
can understand some new and different ways of female contribution to the culture, in this case through
the cultural debate of the querelle des femmes.
Valeria Stabile, University of Bologna: “Mulier taceat in ecclesia”: beyond the male subject
In this paper, I would like to present the figure of Sor Juana Inés de la Cruz as a relevant figure in the
history of philosophy and not only in the field of baroque Mexican literature. In her famous letter,
La Respuesta a Sor Filotea, Sor Juana Inés de la Cruz (San Miguel Nepantla 1648? - México 1695)
claims a space for women in the academy. This text, in particular, allowed many critics to look at her
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as a proto-feminist and consider her work as a call for women’s emancipation. Providing a theoretical
insight into her writings, I will attempt a reading of her works that underlines the contribution of Sor
Juana to the leading intellectual debates about gender and female subjectivity in the XVII century. Sor
Juana’s contribution that denounces how remarkable would be to include Sor Juana’s oeuvre into the
philosophical canon and not only in the literary one. As the philosopher José Gaos suggests, Sor Juana
Inés de la Cruz deserves a space in the Mexican history of thought, and, I would add, following Sara
Heinämaa’s insight into Beauvoir’s works, we need to detach the contingent and lyric aspects from
the interpretation of women’s philosophical texts. The first part of this essay, after a brief introduction
about Sor Juana Inés de la Cruz, will start from the question posed by the French philosopher Catherine
Malabou about which would be the place for a woman in philosophy (Malabou 2009). Starting with
this question will be useful to transcend the biographical features of La Respuesta. The second part
will be dedicated to a close reading of the letter. Specific attention will be given to those passages of the
letter in which is observable that what we are reading is not merely an autobiography or an apology,
but a sharp response to the misogynist prejudice against women in the academy rooted in a wrong
interpretation of the Holy Scripture and Patristics. Finally, the third part will show the revolutionary
potential of La Respuesta if considered as a critique of the coincidence of the universal subject with
the male subject.
Iolanda Vasile, University of Coimbra:‘You should have spoken with my husband’: On women (self)
representation and national independence in Angola (1945-1961)
Most of the memoirs about the Angolan Liberation War were written by men, about other men.
(Rocha 2002, Serrano 2008, Maria 2014, 2015, 2016). In the mainstream dominant narrative, few
women stories are taken into account, although they were supporting the subversive and guerilla
networks alongside their male counterparts, besides being the backbone of the daily life (Almeida
2004, Moorman 2008, Faria 2012, Gleckler 2012, Dantas 2013). The studies on the late colonial period
also reveal that only few studies were dedicated to women, and when so, even fewer to ‘native and
indigenous’ women (Moorman, Sheldon 2005, Castelo, Melo 2006). Studies on the participation of
women in the Angolan Civil War are also scarce, although some groundbreaking works have been
published (Rodriguez 2010, Kassembe, Chiziane 2009, Paredes 2015). This paper wishes to challenge
the discourse of a male written dominant narrative about the independence war, which disregards
the women participation or even presence. By analyzing archive documents, memoirs and interviews
about the period comprised between the end of World War II and 1961, a both colonial and postcolonial
perspective will be taken into account. A special attention will be given to the interviews conducted
with some of the Angolan women that participated in the networks involved in the outburst of the
liberation movement in the country, in 1961, women that imagined liberation beyond independence.
The aim is to create awareness about the topic, by bringing forward stories of resistance and solidarity
told by women themselves, as active participants of their personal and national history. As a result,
the official discourses about history, angolanity and womanhood are tested and more interdisciplinary
approaches are claimed. This research is part of a broader PhD project that looks at the roles women
played in the consolidation of the liberation struggle between 1945 and 1961.
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Wilmarie Rosado Pérez, University of Bologna & University of Granada (GRACE): Rosalía de Castro
and her feminist politics
My presentation engages with feminist historical and critical work on the persona, and literary
production of the Galician writer Rosalía de Castro (1837- 1885). A significant part of her writings
emerged during what is considered today as the Spanish Post-Romantic period and in Galicia as
the “Rexurdimento”. These years were marked by the constant departure of Galician people to other
countries in Central and South America or to metropolitan cities inside Spain. At the centre of her
work, she dealt with the repercussions of migration to women peasants that remained in their home
country in a state of vulnerability and precarity while the rest of the people emigrated. The way this
author depicted the situation of migration in her country might have resonated with her position
as a woman writer in the nineteenth. She abundantly employed tropes of migration and exile, and a
language considered marginal to write literature, although in the last years of her life she decided to
write again in Castilian. We can also find her views on women’s social inequality in two of her feminist
pamphlets titled Lieders (1858) and Las Literatas. Carta a Eduarda (1865). In my presentation, I plan
to delve into some biographical aspects of the author which influenced her literary work. I intend to
examine the ways in which her feminist identity politics took a lot from discourses of nationalism,
folklore and citizenship as well. I mainly attempt to unravel how this writer used migration and exile
metaphors and tropes to express her subjectivity and to forge the discussion of gender issues and identity
politics. How her literature disrupts conventional ideas of national identity and citizenship while also
questioning unequal gender dynamics of the period will be the primary focus of my presentation.
Friday, May 4, 11:00 – 12:30 | Session C: Migration and Solidarity Networks | Moderator: Ewa
Mączyńska
Tegiye Birey, Central European University & Utrecht University (GRACE): “utvisa inte min kompis!”
Politics of Friendship in Migrants’ and Solidarity Activism in Malmö
Migrants’ political subjectivities and participation have been widely theorized and ethnographically
detailed. Effects of such mobilizations have been interpreted as challenging the bounds of citizenship,
generating autonomous political dynamics , and constituting a third space where these dynamics are
in counterpoint . There is a noticeable gap in accounts of gendered characteristics and implications
of these emerging constellations, which also contributes to the reinforcement of the migrant/citizen
binary, surpassing the relationality of differently positioned subjectivities in social movement spaces.
In this paper, I approach my fieldwork in Malmö on gendered politics of migrants’ and solidarity
networks through an emic concept, friendship, which not only provides a framework through which
accounts of relating and relationality are centered, but also triggers further questions about power
relations embedded in an otherwise groundbreaking discourse of solidarity. Firstly, through online
ethnography, I focus on the # vistårinteut initiative that popularized the slogan “do not deport my
friend!”, which also constitutes the title of this paper. Secondly, by means of a yearlong participantobservation and interviews, I take a closer look at discourses and practices of friendship in Asylgruppen
i Malmö, an initiative that provides support for asylum-seekers, together with Asylstafetten, an annual
walking protest through which migrants and allies take the streets of Sweden for weeks. Lastly, I unpack
the process of my initiation to this social movement space as a ‘friend’, given my positionality as a
researcher-activist, also to further reflect upon the complexities of gender, sexuality, class, nationality,
and language in forming and sustaining friendships.
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Demet Sir, London School of Economics and Political Science: Biopolitics of Humanitarianism:
Representations of Syrian Refugee Women in the Context of Turkey
This study interrogates the representation of Syrian Refugee women in the humanitarian discourse
of the needs assessment specifically sexual and reproductive health to promote the well-being of the
population. I specifically focus on how dominant discourse in humanitarianism constructs gendered
and racialized image of refugee women through the interchangeable use of difference/universality,
selfhood/otherness, and objects/subjects. To do so, this study conducts critical discourse analysis of the
reports produced by the Turkish government on the assessment of the sexual and reproductive health
of Syrian Refugee women. Thus, I consider such reports as a discursive move that provides creating
and reproducing systems of social meaning as well as works for certain ideologies. Through employing
post-colonial feminist theoretical framework, I will show that this oppositional construction indicates
a biopolitical governing space where Syrian refugee women disappear between object- formation
and subject- constitution in order for the humanitarian institution to maintain its coherence and
legitimacy. This, I argue, indicates epistemic violence and discursive colonization in humanitarian
context of Turkey.
Kamil Kuhr, University of Social Sciences and Humanities, Warsaw: Housing in/equality. “The
commonwealth” of the squatters and immigrants in Warsaw
The aim of my presentation will be to examine access to adequate housing for immigrants and refugees
in Warsaw. Based on the research conducted by local NGOs and a case study done by myself, I will argue
that housing policies in the capital of Poland do not protect immigrant tenants from manifestations of
racism, sexism and xenophobia. Housing discrimination and segregation, as I will prove by referring
to the idea of “political hegemony” (Ch. Mouffe) and “the distribution of the sensible” (J. Rancière),
are the result of the neoliberal narrative that puts an owner of a flat in a position of power. Applying
intersectionality theory to the research will allow me to name different sorts of issues immigrant
women and men face when searching for a flat. In the second part of my presentation, I will analyze
how “Syrena”, a squatting community in Warsaw, have housed immigrants and refugees. I will describe
their social practices as “weak resistance” (E. Majewska) against policies founded on the concept of
property. That community can be seen, I think, as the “commonwealth”, which achieves equality
through “multiplicity” (M. Hardt, A. Negri). This will bring me to the conclusion that equality should
not be only about granting everyone the same rights but making sure that the given rights meet the
needs of the groups (single mothers, large families, etc.) for whom they were created.
Meric Caglar, Central European University and Mert Kocak, Central European University: (Im)
possibility of Solidarity through Recognizing Intersecting Inequalities of Refugees and LGBT Individuals
This presentation hopes to initiate a three-way conversation among inequality, migration and
solidarity. By taking various inequalities refugees face (in Turkey, as our case study) as the centre
point of analysis, we hope to show how discourses of inequalities could play a role (1) in establishing
solidarity between LGBTI people and refugees and at the same time (2) in hindering such chances
of establishing solidarity. The first part will focus on establishing solidarity through acknowledging
intersecting inequalities both refugees and LGBTI people may experience in Turkey. In order to
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provide concrete examples of such attempts, we will refer to our observations made during our
fieldwork with LGBTI organizations that work with refugees. For example, activists discuss limited
access to accommodation by establishing a discourse that is inclusive of both refugees’ and transgender
individuals’ reasons of suffering from it. That is to say, they acknowledge that the limited access
to accommodation can be a result of discrimination based on gender and race. Both transgender
individuals and refugees are refused accommodation by landowners, or both group have to pay more
than others for the same house. The recognition of such intersecting inequalities has resulted in the
utilization of already Transgender Houseguest in Istanbul for refugees, as well. On the other hand,
the hierarchy of vulnerability determining refugees’ access to aid and services stands in the way of an
intersectional consensus or political solidarity among refugees. The current migration management
system in Turkey involving both national and supranational authorities provides economic and social
assistance, and even the possibility of being resettled to a 3th country depending on refugees’ belonging
to a particular social group which is defined as vulnerable. While the assessment of vulnerable groups
is context dependent, it’s possible to observe that in this case refugees such as unaccompanied minors,
single women, single women with children, LGBTİ, etc. are more likely to be classified as vulnerable
and benefit from socio-economic aid and resettlement programs. In this sense, ‘victimhood’s of the past
and current vulnerability of the refugee come a social asset. In this hierarchy of vulnerabilities, refugees
find themselves in a situation where they have to claim they are the most deserving in a relational
manner because they are the most vulnerable. In this sense, even though the canonic understanding of
refugeeness and the everyday reflections of it in people’s lives are experiences similarly, the vulnerability
as an asset in terms of deservingness becomes a dividing concept.
Lunch: 12:30 – 14:00, N13: Atrium
Keynote Lecture: 14:00 – 15.30, N15: 103
Decolonizing the Equality Discourse, or Who is More Equal Than Others Today?
Prof. Madina Tlostanova
Panel Sessions: 16:00 – 17:30
Friday, May 4, 16:00 – 17:30 | Session A: Interrogating the Visual | Moderator: Lieke Hettinga
Naoki Kambe, Rikkyo University, Tokyo: Marginality and Liminality: A Japanese (Former) Hostage’s
Vulnerable Body as Irony
Nahoko Takato, a Japanese female aid worker, is one of the hostages taken captive in Iraq in 2004. When
Takato and other two civilians returned to Japan after being released, rather than being welcomed with
celebration and joy, they became the target of criticism. Takato, in particular, was severely traumatized
by the Japanese public and media and her body, in turn, exhibited her fragility, defenselessness,
powerlessness, and vulnerability to the entire nation. Although it has been 13 years since the incident,
Takato has never been freed from the trauma but still continues her humanitarian aid work in Iraq. In
an interview conducted in 2010, she said that going back to Iraq was the only available option for her
other than committing suicide. In this paper, I will analyze visual and verbal texts of Takato’s vulnerable
body represented through various photographs, videos, and interviews after the hostage incident
in 2004 and argues that her humanitarian aid is a response or resistance to her own vulnerability,
trauma, and marginalization in Japanese society. To support my argument, I follow deconstructive
and constructive functions of irony elaborated by Linda Hutcheon and regard Takato’s vulnerable
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body as irony which “works to distance, undermine, unmask, relativize, destabilize” meanings (30)
and “works to assert difference as a positive and does so through double-talking doubled discourses”
(30). In particular, I argue that the former or deconstructive function and the marginality of Takato’s
vulnerable body destabilize meanings of gender norms in Japan whereas the latter or constructive
function and the liminality of her body opens multiple spaces for her to perform a new gender identity.
Orianna Calderon, University of Granada & University of Bologna (GRACE): Documentary cinema
as a diffraction apparatus for the visualisation of in/equalities. Feminist material-discursive practices in
contemporary Spanish and Italian films
Following Karen Barad’s diffractive methodology (2007), my paper approaches contemporary
documentary cinema that deals with social inequalities, rooted in but not limited to gender, as a
diffraction apparatus. That is, technologies that make part of the world intelligible to another part of the
world in specific ways, by means of intra-actions (such as framing and cutting) between human and nonhuman agencies of observation and objects of observation. I analyse the films’ emotionality (Ahmed
2014) and materiality (Olivieri 2012), in how they are constructed and in how they performatively
(Barad 2003, 2012; Bruzzi 2000; Butler 1990, 1993, 2015; Nichols 2010) engage with bodies and with
the matter of the world. In this way, I examine material-discursive practices (Barad 2007) enacted with
a feminist awareness (i.e. attentive to the role that gender has in the organisation and legitimisation of
social inequalities), either from the filmmaker, the filmed subjects, or the film spectators, at various
levels: form, content, production and/or reception of the films. My case studies are Spanish and Italian
documentary films produced over the last five years. Cuidado, Resbala (2013, Caution/Care, Slippery)
is a collective film developed with a feminist economics perspective that (re)frames care labour at the
centre of the economic activities. Yes We Fuck! (2015) is a postporn transfeminist film, also referred to
as an example of a crip-queer alliance, because it shows sexually explicit images that seek to question
mainstream ideals of desirability, as well as sexual practices framed by ableism and heteropatriarchy.
Una nobile rivoluzione (2014, A Noble Revolution) provides a clear example of the performativity of
documentary cinema and the performativity of gender, in its portrait of the two lives, one as a man
and one as a woman, led by transsexual activist Marcella di Folco. Finally, Pays Barbare (2013, Barbaric
Land) works with and against archival footage, so as to critically reflect on the Italian colonial and
fascist past, still haunting the present.
Anahit Ghazaryan, Yerevan State University: Rewriting the story of a woman (and not only): Mariam
Shahinyan
My presentation will focus on the life and work of Mariam Shahinyan (1911-1996). Mariam is of
Armenian descent and she is considered to be the first female photographer in Turkey. Shahinyan left
behind a photographic archive made up of approximately 200,000 images including images of gays,
lesbians, black people, monks, boxers, soldiers, artists, Christians, Muslims, and women who could
take off their hijabs only in the presence of other woman. Most probably being a minority herself,
an Armenian and a female, has influenced Mariam’s interest in photographing other minorities. In
addition, being Armenian, a minority in Turkey, a Christian in a non-Christian surrounding, she
has able to understand and capture another minorities as well as create a free, safe space where those
minorities were allowed to be their true selves. My presentation will explore whether Mariam’s photos
as documents and as testimonies. The history of gender can be viewed as a tradition that has existed
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but has not been passed down the generations. It seems like the history is the history of a heterosexual
man, and Mariam’s photography interrupts that conventional dominant heterosexual narrative and
sheds a new light on life in Turkey in early 20th century. Images as history. Images as memory. Images
as documents of the right to be. Images as images. Mariam’s phenomena allow to retrace the history of
women and LGBT community in Turkey in 20h century.
Paola Prieto Lopez, University of Oviedo &University of Hull (GRACE): Black Lives, Black words.
Transnational Feminist Solidarities in Contemporary Black British Drama
The Black Lives Matter movement that spread around the world sparked by the death of Trayvon Martin
in 2012, has been interpreted as largely connected with historical civil rights movements. However,
there are substantial differences among them, particularly in relation to the role of women in political
activism and intersectionality within the movement, as well as the lack of a single male leadership.
In 2015, playwright Reginald Edmung started the Black Lives. Black Words international project in
Chicago with a series of performances responding to the Black Lives Matter movement. Black Lives.
Black Words aims at exploring afrodiasporic experiences in multicultural cities such as Chicago or
London, drawing on the lives and experiences of local communities but aiming globally to become a
catalyst for change and equality, while transferring the discussion to the theatre to empower unheard
voices through the artistic field. In this paper I attempt to examine how these notions permeate the
theatre, an industry that has traditionally been dominated by white men, and what kind of stories are
being addressed in these plays that are a reflection of the movement’s increasing concern with the
role of state oppression and violence on black women and black queer and transgender people. In
this paper, I will analyze four short plays, The Principles of Cartography by Winsome Pinnock, My
White Best Friend by Rachael De-Lahay, Mojisola Adebayo’s The Interrogation of Sandra Bland and
Somalia Seaton’s Womb drawing on transnational black feminist practices of solidarity. I argue that the
main characteristics that define the BLM movement, namely intersectionality and the lack of a single
leadership, get transferred to the performance, thematic concerns and aesthetics of the plays that will
be analyzed. By exploring the role of black women in the face of state violence and oppression against
black people, these playwrights are forging transnational alliances and creating a networks of feminist
solidarity that extend across time and space while recognizing difference.
Friday, May 4, 16:00 – 17:30 | Session B: Philosophical In/equalities | Moderator: Eszter Timár
Przemysław Górecki, Adam Mickiewicz University: Towards equality: on the positive and emancipatory
projects of non-hegemonic masculinities
The paper is an attempt to address the problem of masculinity as a historically, culturally and
philosophically privileged category, and to consider the possibility of conceiving the progressive,
emancipatory projects of masculinity creating a more equal gender order. I view masculinity not
only as a historically privileged category in the social and philosophical tradition, but especially as an
embodied value. The male „bodies that matter“, quoting Judith Butler, are something that is in need of
a serious philosophical, theoretical, practical and discursive rediscovery. In the dichotomous gender
system, femininity is usually valued as aesthetic quality, while masculinity stands as an ethical value.
This inequality is founded on the distinction, suggesting the subordinated and disadvantaged position
of “femininity” derives from ancient philosophy and biblical tradition and was strengthened not only
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by philosophical writings but also by symbolic, legal, economic and social practices. I consider the
functioning of the patriarchal dividend (founded on male hegemony) and the feminine exclusiveness
of corporeality, biology and motherhood as one of the foundations of inequality in the conventional
binary masculine-feminine system. By sketching a review of positions and confronting the stereotypical
image of “masculinity” with the complex reality of multiple forms of masculine expressions, my paper
brings the situation of “masculinity” in the world organized by the phallogocentric symbolic order
and tries to give some propositions of re-thinking the male body as a sexual, aesthetical and sensual
being. Non-normativity, elderness and illness are some of the contexts in which male bodies are being
treated as non-male objects and this conditional bonding is an issue I would also like to discuss. The
theoretical framework I will use consist mainly of works and concepts developed on the basis of queer
theory, corporeal feminism, Susan Bordo, Elizabeth Grosz, Gayle Rubin and Raewyn Connell.
Stanimir Panayotov, Central European University: Gender Ambivalence in Pre-Socratic Philosophy
In this presentation I treat the pre-Socratic figurations and uses of femininity in both mythology and
philosophy. In this period, one is faced with the ambivalence of female facelessness in mythologies. This
amorphic power of femininity of the period is not powerless. For example, the mythological narrative
of female harbingers of death is far from the rather debilitated boundlessness of abstracted natural
forces in post-Platonic philosophy (see e.g. the merciless Ker in The Illiad, XV, 535 ff.). The transition
to Socratic thought is marked by the correlation between the male gender and immortality, which
gradually depleted the female gender ambivalence. Instead of the female figuration of immortality,
Vernant claims, “the Greeks preferred the simple human life under the light of the sun, the bitter
sweetness of the mortal condition”(1986, 64). The transition from the Golden Age of (female deified)
immortality towards the one of (male heroic) death proclaims that the heroic overcoming of death, as
the antithesis of the female transcendence of death, is the worthy kind of life-in-death that secures the
avenue of immortality. Heroic male death reveals itself as a specific male propaganda and tactic levelled
against female figures (e.g. Medusa’s gift of death and Calypso’s outwitting of death). I propose that in
the desire to institute a boundary between peras and apeiron, the ancients have defined the limits of
the indefinite, and a metaphysical notion of the female sex. I attempt to show their definition of the
indefinite. In the process of translating physics into metaphysics and cosmology, post-Socratic thought
began, most decisively with the Timaeus, to impose cosmological order on the sublunary world. In
this reversed self-translation, the creative force of formless nature was given a hierarchical locus. The
transition from the mythology involving the boundless and female principles and impersonation to
the philosophies of the boundless as those principles is varied. These were two distinct steps; the
ambivalence was lost. In the transition, the formlessness of natural forces evolved from mutability of
elements to the irreducibility of the femininity of elements.
Hugo Amaral, University of Coimbra: Derrida’s Dream of a Feminism to Come
By rethinking the relations between unconditionality and sovereignty, the work of Jacques Derrida is
a sign of an exceptional resistance to all the powers of dogmatic and unjust appropriation that limit
human rights, dignity and difference. While materializing in all its “unconditionals” (justice, invention,
responsibility, hospitality, democracy to come, etc.) a certain dream of civil disobedience or a force
of dissidence, which would not be a riotous or nihilistic gesture, nor a revolutionary romanticism
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or idealism, but rather an irredentist resistance to the iniquity of certain political and moral laws,
Derrida’s thought was never extraneous to the urgency of denouncing the phallogocentric bedrock
of Western culture. As an injunction to responsibly rethink the identity and cultural constructions of
women, Deconstruction is at the same time an exemplary testimony of a new thought on the feminine
– a “feminine” that is thought differently from the essentializing meaning of the term, thought before
and beyond the biological, the ontological, the sociological, the political and the cultural, that is to say,
a “feminine” outside itself, undecidable, dissymmetrical or incalculable, previous to the positioning in
identity or sexual difference/classification, and therefore rebellious to conceptualization, representation
and every sort of sovereign appropriation. This paper is aimed at pursuing the motif of the relentless
alterity of the “feminine” in Deconstruction, which commands the justice of an unconditional
resistance, calling us to think in a new and different manner the very relation of gender (and/or sexual
difference) to discourses of in-equality, as well as the ethico-political implications of this relation.
While displacing the traditional significations of subject, gender and language, this other “feminine”,
this non-identified sexual mark that multiplies the body, rendering it heterogeneous and spectral, is
in fact the very condition of possibility to dream about a “feminism to come”, emancipatory of the
singularity of the other.
Valeria Morabito, University of Bologna: A Philosophical understanding of the concept of (gender)
equality
The assessment of unequal opportunities for women and men in many societies has been politically
addressed by many activists, governments and international organizations with the quest for equality.
Whether the equality has been intended as a request for rights recognition and/or to achieve equal
opportunities in relation to men, this idea has always implied assumptions on universalism and social
justice. The Enlightenment, in its critique of the monarchical powers, has shown that no order, neither
divine nor human, authorizes the unequal treatment of men, equals by nature. The core idea is that we
all deserve fair treatment because we are all human beings; in turn a society that does not guarantee
equal treatment for all is unjust. Contemporary understandings of equality have been enriched by a
preoccupation with cultural identity and group hierarchies, which led to a critique of universalism
itself, especially in the feminist field. In particular, the work of Rosi Braidotti (1994, 2011, 2013),
inspired by Deleuze’s philosophy, has tried to advocate equality not on the basis of universalism but on
the basis of differences. The aim of this presentation is to focus on the discourse of difference, which has
been advanced as an alternative to the one of universalism. In particular, the thought of Rosi Braidotti
will be analysed, by focusing on her interpretations of the concept of difference. Therefore, the first
part of the paper presentation will be devoted to a brief summary of the concepts of universalism and
equality, as they have been inspired by Enlightenment, with reference to how those concepts have been
interpreted by some feminists, such as Martha Nussbaum (10 min). The second part of the presentation
will focus on Braidotti’s idea of difference and to the critiques she advances to universalism (10 min).
The question that this paper presentation tries to answer is whether equality politics based on the idea
of difference may be more effective than the ones based on universalism.
Friday, May 4, 16:00 – 17:30 | Session C: Reimagining Public Spaces | Moderator: Andres Sarabia
Barbara Grabher, University of Hull & University of Oviedo, GRACE: Celebrating Equality? A gendersensitive exploration of audience perceptions in ‘equality-themed’ cultural events
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Events and festivals are shaping national, regional and urban agendas. While the thematic focus of
such celebrations address subjects as diverse as commemorative, civic, political or folkloric interests,
‘equality’ has become a central subject of such celebratory endeavours. Such political agenda of and
practical interests in ‘equality-themed’ events shape the emerging debates of critical event studies
(Lamond & Platt, 2016; Platt & Finkel, Forthcoming). In this paper, I expand the political and practical
interest of critical event studies and propose an ethnographic, qualitative approach to the investigation
of ‘equality-themed’ events in consideration of audience members’ perceptions of the produced
equality narratives. For this proposition, I use the case study of the city of Hull and its celebration of
the title UK City of Culture in 2017. 365 days of cultural programming dedicated three core festivals to
the subject of ‘equality’, namely the ‘Women of the World Festival’, ‘LGBT50 anniversary celebrations’
and annual ‘Freedom Festival’. These three festivals serve as examples for an exemplary presentation
of the perception of equality within cultural events. For this paper, I propose an analytical strategy
for the qualitative examination of narratives of equality as applied within the analysis of the formerly
mentioned festivals. The analytical proposal is based on the ethnographic, collaborative research
practice of ‘observing participants’ as developed and used in this particular interest. Starting from
this methodological exploration, I engage further in a preliminary analysis of audience perceptions of
‘equality-themed events’. The perceptive study outlines infrastructural, participatory and performative
narratives of equality within the event framework.
Cristina Barge, Central European University: Constructing Intersectional Resistance: Reimagining
Space with Sisters Uncut
Articulating the intersections between economic injustice, gender, race and sexual identity, alongside
their violent physical and structural manifestations, is a sticky theoretical puzzle for academics and
activists. Nancy Fraser’s (1996) framework of social justice sought to address this by reconciling
political claims for economic redistribution with identity-based recognition. In my research, I use
this framework to explore how Sisters Uncut, a British feminist direct-action group which campaigns
against austerity cuts to domestic violence services, redefines the identity/class binary by articulating
the gendered, classed and racialised aspects of British austerity policies. Through affective and
performative activism in public spaces, Sisters Uncut contest the official narrative on austerity and
domestic violence legislation by highlighting the bodily consequences of neoliberal policies on
marginalised identities. My presentation focuses on how such critiques can be translated into grassroots
organising. I explore how Sisters Uncut activists reimagine public spaces to produce alternative forms
of organising, particularly their construction of an affective space of solidarity and resistance along
intersectional lines in a two-week public building occupation in Bristol (UK). I examine the role
of the space in critiquing and deconstructing established structures of power as well as the delicate
processes of inclusion and exclusion which such a project entails. I use the work of Henri Lefebvre
(1991), Michel Foucault (1986) and Sara Ahmed (2007) to understand such processes and explore the
distance between imagined spaces of resistance as utopian sites, and the recurrence of unequal power
relations. I argue that it is only by acknowledging the distance between the ideal and real space, that
more egalitarian forms of social organisation can be constructed. Finally, I discuss my position within
the occupation’s internal hierarchies of power, the effect of the space on my reflection as an activist/
researcher and the task of sharing academic research with activist groups.
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Arpenik Atabekyan, Yerevan State University: “Mapping gendered spaces in Yerevan”: Deconstruction
of Gendered inequalities in urban spaces
As a current student of Gender Studies Department at CEU I work on my thesis “Mapping of Gendered
Spaces in Yerevan”. It is a mapping project (as a final stage), based on women’s interviews between
20-40 years old. My main focus in this research is to examine the processes identity formations in
private and public spaces, through traditional upbringing and education, social construction of
gender roles and performativity, and finally cases of verbal and sexual harassment in public spaces.
I specifically examine the public space and woman body relation with the space, woman existence
and representation, woman’s absence or underrepresentation in specific gendered spaces based on
time, place, mentality, tradition. For this conference of inequalities I want to look at the issue from a
different perspective; in this research I observed how women reconstruct the image of static spaces
through narratives. Through told narratives spaces turn into fluid objects of established geography
and architecture. Here I want to examine my research under the light of Michel de Certeau’s theory in
the “Practice of Everyday Life” and argue that through these interviews and map women “write their
own city” as narrative tellers. The map, as a visual tool lets us read the told narratives, so we have the
sample of the written and “legible” city (K. Lynch). I see this research project as an alternative way of
struggle against silencing, oppression of women and segregation of gendered spaces. These spaces are
not only spots of oppression and inequality, but they also create an unsafe atmosphere in a place, which
is supposed to be shared for public use. Through narration and visualization of silenced stories we
manage to make spaces of resistance and opposition to unbalanced power relations in urban spaces.
Rozalie E. Böge, University of Vienna: Reading the routes: exploring experiences of place-making
through photographs, walks and narratives by refugees in a middle-sized town in Sweden
In this article, we present findings from a project that use participatory visual methodologies that
we call walk-along-mapping photo-elicitation method in order to explore how refugees are a part
of producing town-space as a place to which they feel connected and belonging to. With theoretical
concepts of place, home and place-making our aim is to explore the concepts of home, belonging
and place-making as a part of producing town-space as a space. The paper centres on walking and
photographing conducted with three refugees who had guided a researcher through a middle-sized
town in Sweden. We argue that the routes, and the pictures taken during them together with the
interviews tells narratives by the new residents which emphasize strategies of re-making town-space
as a place of home. The article also highlights strategies which enable the refugees to carry their homes
from their past with them into the new and unknown surrounding.
Friday, May 4, 16:00 – 17:30 | Session D: Reading In/equalities | Moderator: Wilmarie Rosado
Perez
Luca Tosadori, University of Trento: Beyond gender: Sarah Kane’s Blasted and the metaphorical
representation of Violence
Sarah Kane rejected gender labelling in her work, stating that she has “no responsibility as a woman
writer” (Langridge and Stephenson, 1997). Despite this claim, it is nevertheless impossible to read
her plays without considering gender implications among the characters and their interactions. In
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this presentation, I would like to reconsider Sarah Kane’s Blasted (1995) under the light of the most
recent studies by Graham Saunders (2002 and 2009), Laurens De Vos (2010) and Elaine Aston (2003),
focusing on the theme of violence, which is developed with very strong images throughout the play.
Kane resorts to a shocking depiction of rape as the ultimate representation of violence, producing a
sense of great discomfort, while urging the audience to react. In the play there are several rape scenes
with very specific dynamics: the rape of a man towards a woman, that of a man towards another man,
and the recollection of a past rape experience. Each one of these scenes examines instability of power
and unequal relationships. However, the dense symbolism and the degree of absurdity in the play
discourage a naturalistic representation of rape. The aim of my presentation is to read the rape acts
as parts of a bigger metaphor of violence. I would like to pass on the author’s message that violence
is everywhere and that we all need to acknowledge its brutality and cannot remain indifferent to it;
hence, the use of a very raw language mixed up with strong images and a theatrical experience that
inevitably becomes political. Sarah Kane goes beyond gender and targets violence and the idea of
violence in contemporary society, in that she portrays abusive male and female relationships in a more
comprehensive way: “class, race and gender divisions are symptomatic of societies based on violence
or the threat of violence, not the cause” (Langridge and Stephenson, 1997).
Zsuzsanna Lénárt-Muszka, University of Debrecen: Mothers, Mentors, and Cultures of Solidarity in
Alice Walker’s The Color Purple and Sapphire’s Push
The paper examines the influence of alternative communities and mentors on the experience of
marginalized mothers in two 20th-century works by and about African American women, The Color
Purple (1982) by Alice Walker and Push (1996) by Sapphire. The former novel is set in the first decades
of the 20th century in rural Georgia, the latter at the very end of the same century in Harlem, but
the protagonists of both novels have strikingly similar fates. Both belong to the most marginalized
groups of society, and both suffer emotional, physical, and sexual abuse and trauma, due to which
they are disconnected from their bodies and motherhood. Gradually, both are able to reappropriate
motherhood after reclaiming bodily agency by finding solace and strength in rhizomatically organized,
local communities that become spaces of resistance. I argue that the subversive power of Sapphire’s text
lies in its overt and covert references to The Color Purple: their structural and thematic similarities
highlight how conditions of African American mothers have changed and remained the same even
though mainstream’s society’s views on race and gender changed by the end of the 20th century. The
economic and sexual exploitation of the characters in the two novels illustrates what Steven Martinot
calls the denigration of black maternal bodies to political instruments that serve the interest of white
supremacy through cementing inequality. This system can only be circumvented, as the novels suggest,
by relying on the help of mentors and peers in alternative communities. Employing a Foucauldian
reading, the presentation will trace how the maternal body is (de)constructed through biopower,
technologies of the self, and the power of community and mentorship.
Eleanor Drage, University of Bologna & University of Granada (GRACE): ‘Equality’ and New Forms
of Humanism in European Women’s Science Fiction
Equality’ between men and women is a fundamental right according to Article 2 of the Treaty of the
European Union (EU) and its Charter of Fundamental Rights. However, official discourse—which
stands in sharp contrast to concrete practices that tend to sediment inequalities within the EU—is
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still grounded in a distinctly European notion of ‘equality’ that owes its heritage in part to ideological
formations of humanism that became influential in mid-18th century France. Utopian/Dystopian
science fiction (SF) continues to contest the forms of ‘equality’ that have emerged under what Chandra
Talpade Mohanty has termed the “authorising signature of western humanism discourse” (1984, 352),
by engaging with intersectional struggles against gender and racial inequalities within and beyond
Europe. The genre’s conceptualisation of other times and spaces allows for a re-imagining of societies
grounded in co-existence and mutual respect. In this paper, I will explore the way in which European
SF written by women in the last two decades, in particular the works of British, French, Spanish,
and Italian writers, negotiates with an idea of ‘equality’ beyond the parameters established by official
European discourses. I will focus on three aspects of ‘equality’ that emerge from my readings of these
texts: ‘equality’ as awareness of mutual vulnerability; ‘equality’ as an activist practice of struggle and
resistance; and ‘equality’ as the pursuit of unexpected alliances and solidarities. I will argue that these
themes have emerged parallel to the theorisation of new forms of humanism in feminist, gender and
race studies, that both contest and elaborate on aspects of traditional humanisms from which European
understandings of ‘equality’ have arisen. This paper will also form a critique of the way in which these
works of SF often problematically ground visions of future equality in key traditional humanist terms,
in particular the often uncontested notion of ‘human freedom’.

Saturday, May 5, 09:00 – 10:30 | Session A: Trans* Narratives and LGBT Activism | Moderator:
Adriana Qubaia-ova
Magdalena Derecka, Jagiellonian University, Kraków: Transphobia within the LGBT community in
Poland
Polish LGBT communities have been struggling to gain visibility and equal rights since the 1980s
and 1990s, when non-heteronormative people began to appear in the media, and the first LGBT+
organisations were started. However, regardless of the fact that Polish people are now more aware than
ever of LGBT+ issues, it can be argued that there exists a notable conflict within the LGBT community
in Poland. Members of the communities seem to discriminate against those minorities who they
themselves are not part of. Moreover, it appears that the lack of knowledge about the other minorities
observed within LGBT+ communities, resulting in discrimination and prejudice, can be equated with
homo-, bi-, and transphobia represented by biased heteronormative Poles. The presentation will aim to
show how people who do not identify with either of the two sexes on the binary scale are discriminated
against within the Polish LGBT community they are part of. The analysis will be conducted on the
basis of posts found on the biggest Polish Facebook group for LGBT people in the country (“LGBT
Polska”) and discussions among its users in comments below. The material collected will be analysed
with tools offered by Critical Discourse Analysis, Computer-Mediated Communication and Lavender
Linguistics (Boyd 2010, Jørgensen & Phillips 2002, Leavy 2007, Lewin & Leap 2002). The presentation
will aim to prove that members of Polish LGBT communities are prejudiced against one another,
however, the problem stems not solely from ignorance and lack of knowledge, but from socio-political
issues in Poland, such as problems with understanding the need for a non-discriminatory language,
lack of a clear anti-discrimination law, and finally, media and political discourse.
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Rabia Aslı Koruyucu, Sabanci University: The Making of Trans Masculine Solidarity Networks among
Trans Men, Lawyers and Psychiatrists in Turkey
Focusing on experiences of self-identified trans men, as well as a group of lawyers and psychiatrists,
this study aims to explore the potential contingencies of trans men’s “transitions” in terms of their
self-identifications, visibilities and embodiments within the social and institutional spaces in Turkey.
I investigate the spaces of struggle and resistance whereby trans men have challenged the “thinkable”
identities through a discussion of the state interventions. In this regard, this study aims to provide a
particular questioning of the complexities of trans masculinities within medical and legal spaces, and
explores the potentiality of trans men’s experiences in terms of their resistance to and negotiations
with the existing medico-legal regulations in Turkey. Throughout my research on construction of trans
masculinities in Turkey, I investigated not only solidarity mechanisms of trans men but also resistance
strategies of lawyers and psychiatrists who work with trans men. How trans men narrate and discuss
their masculinities within state hospitals and courts? What potentials do trans men’s embodiment
and visibility provide further transitions within various spaces including medicine and law, beyond
the realm of social life, shaped by heteronormative understanding of gender and body? What are the
ways in which trans men negotiate their masculinities within these spaces? Which solidarity networks
can be formed by lawyers and psychiatrists against the compulsory regulations on trans masculinities
within their institutions? Based on these questions, this study aims to investigate the ways in which
trans men, psychiatrists, and lawyers, in their construction and embodiment of trans man identity,
affect each other as allies.
Natasa Vucenovic, University of Belgrade: Homophobia in Serbian Online Discourse: analysis of online
comments of the 2017 Belgrade Pride Parade
Belgrade Pride Parade has been associated with numerous acts of violence and vandalism since
the first gay march in 2001. Although it seems that in the last couple of years the attitude towards
the parade and human rights in Serbia has improved, the public discourse remains deeply imbued
in national myths and stereotypes that instigate homophobia and contribute to the perception of
homosexuality as deviance. This study intends to examine public reactions to the 2017 Belgrade Pride
Parade in order to outline how Pride Parade, and by extension homosexuals and homosexuality, are
viewed and represented by the commenters on some of the most visited online multimedia portals
in Serbia. The online comments (approximately 200 comments) will be considered as a web-based
corpora and will be observed and analyzed from a perspective of Critical Discourse Analysis (CDA).
The use of online comments in this study is encouraged by multidisciplinary approaches in the field
of linguistic investigation and CDA which consider the web a key arena for the articulation of social
issues. Recent studies (McMillen, 2013) sustain that online comments are an important form of public
expression since the anonymous commenters are less inhibited and tend to be more honest while
communicating online. I will use van Dijk’s framework adopted from Politics, ideology and discourse
to detect discursive structures within the online comments in an attempt to discover the underlying
ideologies. The macro strategies of ‘positive self-representation’ and ‘negative other- representation’
(which are intimately tied up with ‘Polarization’ of the US vs. THEM ideologies) plus the other 25
subtler strategies are going to be used for the evaluation of attitudes and opinions. The study will
ultimately show how the homophobic speech in public discourse has been distorted and presented as
“non-ideological common sense” (Fairclough, 1995).
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Saturday, May 5, 09:00 – 10:30 | Session B: Juxtapositions: Feminisms and the Nation-State |
Moderator: Francisca de Haan
Sarah Werner Boada, Central European University: Behind the equality curtain: the racial politics of
state feminism in Spain
In this presentation, I examine the turn towards state feminism and multiculturalism in Spanish politics,
and the ways in which it paradoxically obscures anti-Gypsyism and legitimises state intervention into
the lives of Kalé (Romani) women. Spain is regularly put forward for its gender equality policies,
in particular its intimate partner violence legislation, which is considered by many as an example
of feminist jurisprudence. More recently, too, the Spanish State has earned a good reputation at the
European level for its recognition of Kalé culture. In Madrid, this translates into projects and political
events focused on the empowerment of Kalé women, and notably their emancipation from patriarchal
violence. Drawing from Sara Ahmed’s concept of “non-performative diversity”, I argue that the political
ceremonials around cultural recognition and the trope of the emancipated “Gypsy woman” are staged
to make race and racist oppression unnamable, and especially mask the disciplining which Kalé women
are subjected to through welfare programmes. Intersectional analyses of intimate partner violence are
reframed into racist discourses on the need for “vulnerable” minority women to exit their patriarchal
cultures and to be included into dominant society. All the while, “pro-system” Kalé women’s NGOs
(Caro Maya and Werner Boada, forthcoming) operate in partnership with the State as outsourced
social services and are required to organise mandatory activities on gender and “gendered violence”
for Kalé women recipients of social benefits. Through these activities and a system of sanctions for
beneficiaries who fail to attend, they establish paternalistic relationships with Kalé women and convey
a negative self-image to them and their communities. Based on ethnographic data and semi-structured
interviews, I show that the language of cultural recognition and feminist empowerment embodied by
these NGOs is a way for the State to continue practising its neoliberal assimilationist policies and
maintain control over Kalé people.
Chiara Xausa, University of Padua: Legacies of Italian colonialism in femonationalist discourses of in/
equalities
This paper will examine the ways in which discourses of gender equality are co-opted by nationalist
campaigns against non-Western Others: in particular, it will explore the continuities between women
participation in the colonial project and current “femonationalist” rhetoric in the Italian context. As
Sara Farris highlights (2017), the use of gender equality to justify racist rhetoric and Islamophobic
campaigns is not exploited by nationalist right-wing parties like the Northern League only, but by some
right-wing feminists as well as left-wing feminists. I will argue that the centrality of gender equality in
xenophobic rhetoric is not just a mere consequence of the radicalization of racism and Islamophobia
after 9/11, as some scholars have stressed, but it is rather rooted in the history of European colonialism:
particularly, in its exploitation of the seemingly unequal gender relations in the colonies to justify
Western civilizing mission - even feminist civilizing mission. I will thus propose an analysis of the
participation of Italian women in the colonial project from the liberal to the fascist period, focusing
in particular on the newborn women’s liberation and emancipatory movement. Similarly to other
colonial contexts, the Italian colonial space has determined a new definition of female Italianness,
related to the defence of the racial integrity of the nation. On the one hand women have exploited
their new role by participating in the imperialist discourse of the “white woman’s burden”, on the other
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hand they tried to resist it in the name of an ambiguous solidarity with the Oriental women based on
shared inequalities. The aim of this paper will be to demonstrate how feminist postcolonial critique
can shed important lights on contemporary “femonationalist” discourses of in/equalities, and offer a
methodological and conceptual framework that could be used in relation to other European context,
as based on the construction of female Europeanness and racial identity.
Nawel Ghali, Eötvös Loránd University, Budapest: The status of women within the complexity of
Tunisian society in Post revolution
This research examines the status of women within the complexity of Tunisian society in post
revolution. We cannot understand the present without having a general overview of the past conditions.
Therefore, particularly, the status of women in Tunisian society is strongly connected to the past. After
the independence of Tunisia, in 1956, the first president, Habib Bourguiba, adopted the Personal
Status Code, in which women’s rights are clearly displayed. According to this code, polygamy and
repudiation were abolished, abortion became allowed and women became Tunisian citizens who were
enjoying the same rights as Tunisian men. Tunisia is a complex society, this complexity displayed
through the cultural, social, economic and political changes and outcomes throughout its history.
These changes have deep impacts on the status of women within the Tunisian society and mainly the
political changes which have shaped the women’s identity in Tunisia. Following the popular uprising
against the tyranny of Ben Ali regime, women’s rights have been one of the main topics that have been
discussed during the Tunisia’s democratic transition. In 2012, women’s rights were debated all through
the constitution drafting process. Therefore, heated debates between Secularist and Islamist led to a
serious conflict of different ideologies. Islamist deputies voted to write in the constitution that women
are complementary to men. However, the secularists rejected this text and struggled to drop it. Tunisia
has a vibrant and collaborative civil society, due to its strong presence, the article 28 has been dropped.
In fact, the main questions that frame this research are: to what extent has gender equity been achieved
in Tunisia? How is the relationship between Tunisian women and the state? What are the gendered
discourses that are spread in post revolution? How has the Tunisian civil society succeeded to protect
women’s rights?
Cofee break: 10:30 – 11:00
Panel sessions: 11:00 – 12:30
Saturday, May 5, 11:00 – 12:30 | Session A: Critiquing Queer, Racialized Narratives | Moderator:
Jennifer Reimer
Christopher Rivera, Essex County College: Brown Queers Unmasked: A Literal, Figurative, and
Rhetorical Threat
In the “Brown Threat: Post-9/11 Conflations of Latino/as and Middle Eastern Muslims in the US
American Imagination,” Rivera (2014) describes the process through which Latinx and Muslim bodies
are represented similarly. The brown bodies of Muslim and Latinx people are constructed within the
same negative framework by the media and the judicial system where one can be brown simply based
on real or imagined differences to dominant culture. Consequently, brown has become more than
a color because it also represents an ideological categorization and conflation of otherness vis-à-vis
ethnicity, nationality, and religion. In his forthcoming 2018 publication, Rivera extends his original
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argument to include sexuality and queerness. He posits that in Latinx American countries, like
Brazil, Chile, and Perú, dominant U.S. frameworks such as the real and imagined browning of people
adversely contributed to an increase in bigoted discursive practices that vulgarize queer issues. Since
progressiveness is an international measurement used to evaluate and promote equal Human Rights
for all, the increase in the statistical and trackable records of violence against queer people highlights
that Latin American progressiveness is more imagined than real for brown(ed) queer people in Brazil,
Chile, and Perú. Attempting to define this progressiveness requires navigating between the ambivalence
of how real progressiveness is defined in international law and how imagined progressiveness has
driven social perceptions founded on heteronormative assumptions in Brazil, Chile and Perú. This
paper will investigate how the browning of Muslim and Latinx bodies is not merely limited to the US.
Rather, the ways such frameworks are implemented transnationally in the browning of queer Latinx
bodies; specifically, the legislative dehumanization that permits violence against brown(ed) queers.
Renatta Fordyce, Rutgers University: Decoloniality and the Guyanese Queer Borderland: The Body as
Text in the “Colonial Matrix”
When interrogating the Anti-Man Aesthetic, organizations, such as SASOD, are exploring “decolonial
options that confront and delink [the Guyanese queer borderland] from coloniality” (Mignolo
xxvii). For instance, the queer borderland that Anzaldúa discussed in Borderlands/La Frontera: The
New Mestiza metaphorically appears when considering the pejorative Guyanese epithet ‘Anti-Man’
because it creates a border between that which is considered appropriate/approved masculinity and
that which is “anti”—literally and figuratively meaning against Guyanese manhood and citizenship.
Though imaginary, the homo/hetero demarcation has real world implications since it is bolstered by
legislations rooted in Victorian-era gender politics. With rhetoric such as “acts of gross indecency with
male person,” or “unnatural offenses” which carry a ten-year prison term, or “buggery” which carries
up to a life sentence, laws with Victorian/Colonial-era rhetoric criminalize queer bodies and samesex sexual activities. Furthermore, the deliberate incubation of Victorian-era rhetoric within Guyana’s
laws also demands an absence of human and civil rights legislations that render queer/ ‘Anti-Men’ as
second-class citizens. Therefore, literally writing them out of law, and legislatively un-documenting
queer Guyanese. Ultimately, Anti-Men/queer Guyanese inhabit a disempowered space when
compared with their full citizen counterparts. The Anti-Man’s liminal status as at once citizens and
non-citizens epitomizes Anzaldúa’s “herida abierta/open wound;” the place where two worlds “grate”
against each other “and before a scab forms, hemorrhages again.” The “Anti-Man” label, buttressed by
Victorian-era gender politics, is used to police the lives of those on the opposite side of the gender/
sexuality border. Furthermore, the Guyanese Queer Borderland is a vacillating space where violence
has become normative. Hence, this paper seeks to examine the ways labeling queer bodies creates
an imaginary delineation that impacts real world experiences, the ways in which a sovereign nation
consciously reflects Victorian/colonial-era gender politics to police queer lives, the reflexivity of the
queer borderland experience, and Anzaldúa’s notion of “counterstance.”
Solangii Gallego: Recording Women’s Rhetorical Contributions: Gender and the Power of Catalogue in
the Writings of Soledad Acosta de Samper
Foundational international women scholars, historians, and protofeminists, like Colombia’s Soledad
Acosta de Samper, merit greater attention by the academy. At a time when mostly only elite women
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with ties to Spain had access to education, Acosta de Samper exemplified how a woman could use
her position to help what would be later called a women’s movement. Thus this project will focus
on unmasking the significant contributions made by Acosta de Samper not only to the history of
women’s contributions in Bogotá, Columbia, but to the international world of arts and letters that
women have participated in for centuries. It is precisely because of Acosta de Samper’s rhetorical
abilities that she was able to record and write an exhaustive catalogue of significant women who used
their education and their voices as a platform to move the agenda for equality forward. Acosta de
Samper’s literary contributions include novels (twenty one in total), short stories (forty-eight in total),
four theatrical productions, and she also wrote literary and social criticism (forty-three in total). She
was also a historian and journalist who founded and lead five different periodicals in her day. To say
that she contributed as much as the men in her day is an understatement because what she did for
women in Colombia and Latin America in general continues to have a profound impact on the role of
international women in arts and letters.
Saturday, May 5, 11:00 – 12:30 | Session B: Institutionalizing Gender Equality | Moderator: Sarah
Werner Boada
Athena-Maria Enderstein, Associazione Orlando & University of Hull (GRACE): Multi-layered
resistances to feminist and gender knowledges in training for gender equality: the perspectives and counterstrategies of gender+ trainers
Within the project of investigating the infrastructures, actors and politics of equality discourses I
consider resistance from the other side. What forms does resistance take when it is enacted against
equality workers who are employed to share knowledge with those who are not accustomed to seeing
the world through a gendered lens? Here I present findings from a mixed-methods study on training
for gender equality. The data was collected through in-depth interviews and an online questionnaire
with gender+ trainers conducted in 2017. For these trainers mapping resistances, developing response
and engagement strategies, is a key aspect of their work. At an interpersonal micro-level this entails
fostering connection, responding to group dynamics, and facilitating dialogue between participants.
On the meso-level of practice this involves tailoring methodological approaches, strategic positioning
of the training event and content, the collection of information about the workshop participants
and commissioners, and the cultivation of self-reflection. On the macro-level the trainers negotiate
a landscape of equality mirages, growing “anti-genderism”, a continued cultivation of oppositional
normative and abject subjectivities, and the context of the European political economy of gender
knowledge. Cross-cutting this work is the tension between the transformatory feminist aims of training
for gender equality and the trainers’ commitment to avoid “evangelising” or “trying to convert” the
participants in their workshops. This paper elucidates this tension in the complex and contested
process of translating and transferring feminist and gender knowledges, and the potential pathways
for solidarity that this process offers.
Tommaso Trillò, University of Łódź & University of Bologna (GRACE): EU equality bodies and their
tweeted narratives: Reflections on the neoliberal capture of “gender equality”
The so-called “European project” was born as an economic union among (at the time) six European
nation-states. Seven decades afterwards, fostering economic prosperity is one of the main arguments
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that the European Union offers to its Member States in its efforts to justify the need for “an ever closer
union” among them. That is not to say that the project of European integration is solely an economic
project, as demonstrated by a wide range of socio-political initiatives promoted by the European Union
and its emanations. However, structural constraints often make it so that most EU initiatives for the
promotion of social justice lack the necessary legitimacy in the face of Member States unless they are
tied to the logic of economic growth. This paper argues that EU narratives of gender equality are no
exception to this trend. As a matter of fact, the “business case for equality” features very largely in most
EU campaigns advocating for gender justice. This might be taken as an indication that EU bodies have
to some extent adopted this narrative as part of their strategic communication. To substantiate these
claims, this paper will present findings from a discourse-historical analysis of the narratives circulated
via Twitter by three emanations of the European Union apparatus, and namely the official Twitter
handles of Vera Jurova (Commissioner for Justice, Consumer Rights, and Gender Equality), the
Committee for Women’s Rights and Gender Equality of the European Parliament (FEMM Committee),
and the European Institute for Gender Equality (EIGE). Analysis will refer to a sample of Twitter data
covering a 12-month span (September 2016 - August 2017) and will be corroborated with reflections
gathered during systematic online observation as well as through three semi-structured interviews
with the media officers administering the Twitter handles under scrutiny.
Perada Phumessawatdi, University of Bristol: Policy transfer and translation: The reality of the
movement of UN gender mainstreaming into Thailand
Since the adoption of the Beijing Declaration and Platform for Action (BDPA) at the Fourth United
Nations Conference on Women in 1995, gender mainstreaming has been perceived as a revolutionary
strategy to achieve gender equality. Nevertheless, the movement of this policy appears to face
difficulties, for example, the misunderstanding of gender mainstreaming. Consequently, the progress
of the implementation has been uneven over the past two decades since its adoption. This study adopts
a post-colonial feminism lens together with the policy transfer and policy translation frameworks to
investigate the movement of the “global” gender mainstreaming into Thailand. This study aims to explore
the movement process of this so called “universal” gender mainstreaming policy into the Thai context.
The study reveals how this policy is interpreted, formed, transferred and translated at multi-levels of
the policy movement process. Also, the study explores facilitators of and barriers to its movement as
well as identifying the gap in the transfer and translation process. Furthermore, the study provides
recommendations for further development of this policy. The research adopted qualitative approach
by interviewing 30 policy actors at international, regional, national, and implementation levels. Data
was analysed by thematic analysis. This study argues that the movement of the gender mainstreaming
policy is not a simple linear process from one place to another. The “universal” gender mainstreaming
policy is not “a quick-fix policy” to copy and paste from one setting into diverse settings. This is because
the movement involves with interpretation, negotiation and reinterpretation throughout the processes.
This leads to distortion, diversion, and uneven implementation of the gender mainstreaming policy at
different levels of the movement. Subsequently, this policy remains far-removed from the envisioned
transformative change to gender inequality. On the basis of the findings, the study contributes to
provide recommendations for transferring and translating international policies, especially the UN
gender mainstreaming policy, into real actions into Thai context and in wider contexts.
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Dorottya Rédai, Central European University: “Being a teacher is not a male or female thing.” Gender
in/equality discourses of teachers in Hungarian schools
Although it is a commonplace in the sociology of education that schools are one of the most significant
spaces where the production and reproduction of social inequalities, including gendered inequalities,
happens, teachers in societies where equal access of girls and boys to schooling is a given and girls even
outperform boys in certain areas of achievement often do not consider gender as a relevant subject of
inquiry in education. Obviously, equality is not only about access and achievement, and even though
European governments approach gender issues in a variety of ways, along different ideologies, there
are many transnational projects with European funding that aim to support the achievement of ‘gender
equality’ in schools. One such current project is called ‘Developing whole school Gender Equality
Charter Marks in order to overcome gender stereotyping in education across Europe’ (GECM).
Although the language and conceptualization of such projects would be worth a paper in itself, here
I would like to focus on what teachers have to say about gender in/equality in their school. In the
framework of the GECM project, I interviewed 30 teachers in three Hungarian secondary schools and
conducted one focus group with students in each school in 2017-18. The interviewed teachers in all three
schools labelled their school as ‘liberal’, ‘progressive’ and ‘inclusive’. However, their views about gender
in education were diverse, and they often performed an interesting mixture of what could be labelled
as ‘liberal’, ‘progressive’, ‘feminist’, ‘critical’, ‘conservative’, ‘sexist’, and ‘heteronormative’ discourses, in
which it was difficult to capture where exactly ‘gender inequality’ gets produced. This mixture was
especially tangible in teachers’ narratives about the so-called ‘feminization of education’ and about
gender-based violence in school. So how do staff members of such ‘liberal’ schools understand gender
equality? How do they see the presence of gender in their school culture? How do they discursively
frame their ideas, convictions and experiences about working in a female-dominated profession,
about students’ gendered behaviour, hierarchies, space usage, achievements and aspirations? Do they
problematize gendered division in school specialisation and career choice? How do they relate to
gender-based violence in school and the inherent power relations? Is the current conservative political
approach to gender, which stresses the ‘complementarity of the two sexes’, reflected in these teachers’
thinking? What does their thinking reveal about the reproduction of gendered inequality in education?
To gain answers to these questions, in this paper I conduct critical discourse analysis of the transcripts
of the 30 semi-structured teacher interviews and contextualize their discourses in the current political
climate in Hungary, where the ‘anti-gender’ ideology has already found its way into the highest level of
educational government and policy-making.
Saturday, May 5, 11:00 – 12:30 | Session C: Feminist Art Praxis | Moderator: Domitilla Olivieri
Natalya Antonova, Central European University: Epistemic Antagonism in Feminist Activist Art Studies
and the Shift Toward Economic Subject
In my presentation I want to provide a comparison of two epistemic standpoints on contemporary
feminist activist art. More specifically, I shall discuss Russian and Eastern European studies of feminist
activist art, focusing on how theoretical debates revolving around each of these domains come
about as an articulation of two differential epistemic stances – cultural materialism (e.g., Plungyan
2016; Dmytryk 2016) versus historical materialism (e.g., Kosmala 2014; Dimitrakaki 2015). I shall
argue that this epistemic antagonism signifies the work of complex cultural-political processes. In
this sense, an exploration of cultural materialist and historical materialist epistemologies in feminist
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activist art studies can shed a new light on how and in which ways the logic of dissidence and cultural
ghettoization is articulated in feminist activist art, both in ‘post-socialist’ Russia and Eastern Europe.
Moreover, by comparing these two epistemic standpoints, it becomes possible to trace an emergence
of another logic of resistance in both feminist activist art praxis and its studies – the logic I term postdissident. The key conceptual element that the post brings about is a shift from the cultural (dissident)
subject to the economic subject (Dimitrakaki 2013, 14). This shift makes evident an urge to explore
the material conditions and implications of neoliberal capitalism on shaping feminist politics in artcultural labour. My presentation, therefore, situates the debates around Russian and Eastern European
studies of feminist activist art against the backdrop of contemporary hybrid authoritarian neoliberal
regimes and their appropriation of art-cultural production for establishing an ideological hegemony.
Against this backdrop, the explanatory and critical force of historical materialism in feminist activist
art studies seems to reveal itself.
Saltanat Shoshanova, Free University Berlin: Imagining Gayropa: Power, Politics, Visual Culture, Art
and Activism
In recent years, a pejorative term Gayropa has become increasingly visible in Russian Internet and
Media sources. The word Gayropa is made by merging of words “Gay” and “Europe” and ridiculing
European tolerance towards homosexuality. In the perception of certain population groups, Gayropa
defines not only European tolerance towards homosexuality, but also a deviancy of national traditions,
gender order, values and democracy of Europe in general. Gayropa is set against the Russianness, which
is underpinned by the conception of the Russian national idea. Hence, the first question of my research
is: How does the concept of Gayropa fit into the formation policy of the Russian national idea? In order
to answer this question, I will try to first define the subject matter of the Russian national idea. Then, I
will go on to how this idea is related to homophobia as a specific case of xenophobia inside the country,
and how it correlates with Putin’s machismo. Finally, I will conclude with how this politic strategy is
projected and appears outside the country. I aim to explore and understand: How both the formation
policy of the Russian national idea and the Gayropa-concept finds reflection in art and visual culture?
My methodology is based on collection and analysis of every artwork and visual content created in
Russia after the collapse of the Soviet Union. Throughout my paper, I attempt to spot similarities,
tendencies and connections between artworks and visual content as well as presumably, categorize
them into groups. My aim is to reconsider the process of intersection of social, political and economic
frameworks with the theories, discourses and art practices of the contemporary world.
Jess Hooks, Utrecht University & the University of Łódź (GEMMA): The Myth of Interwar Warsaw:
Partnering artists, local communities and cultural institutions to reconcile in/equalities in contested
histories
The new law regarding Poland’s role in the Holocaust has made apparent the entanglements of
historically rooted, highly gendered social, religious & cultural affiliations that have greatly influenced
memories of ‘Polish’ involvement in the war. This law has conjured up questions regarding the losses
Poland suffered, bringing to light the fragmented, vacuous and often conflicting lacunae of narratives
desiring accountability and reconciliation. My current project examines how these narratives are re/
presented and re/imagined via partnerships between artists, local communities and cultural institutions
in Warsaw. Specifically how physical archives are deployed in these creative collaborations to address
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the tenuous and traumatic history that has transformed senses belonging, nativity and identity. A focus
specifically on interwar Warsaw exposes the role of acculturation and cosmopolitanism. In particular,
how sameness of class, education and proximity inform senses of belonging, affiliation and the limits of
a uniform forensic narrative. Furthermore, projects reliant on ephemeral, highly vulnerable, public and
private trace archives, under the auspices of institutional regulation, appearing in multiple languages,
that are specifically deployed in creative and scholarly acts, bring to light the challenges and nuances of
accountability. Given these complications, for the purposes of this presentation, how does a scholarly
engagement with projects of this nature remain accountable to a traumatic, collective, national past
while still creating effective critique, knowledge production and tools of transformation?
Ella Rossman, Higher School of Economics, Moscow: A translation from Feminist to Feminist: Russian
feminist art in 2010s
In the article «In a burning hut. Feminist art in Russia 2014-2015» an art critic Nadia Plungyan firstly
recorded and critically revised the trend of 2010s — an unexpected popularity of the feminist exhibitions
and art shows as a way of expressing contemporary feminist agenda in Russia. Probably, interest in
the form of the exhibition began and was caused by the success of the exhibitions «Feminist pencil»
(Moscow, 2012) and «Feminist pencil-2» (Moscow, 2013), which were curated by Plungyan herself
together with the artist Victoria Lomasko. In 2014-15 we could see more than 15 different feminist
art-shows in 4 Russian cities, not counting different single performances and feminist art-pieces on
other collective exhibitions. In my report I will observe the topics, which became most important
and mostly discussed by Russian feminist artists and curators in 2010s (the representations of women
in Russian media, domestic labor, domestic violence, the politics of relationship, prostitution, soviet
cultural heritage and others) and compare their art and agenda with the art of previous ‘generation’
of feminist artists in Russia. I’ll also mention problems, Russian feminist art deals with as a political
strategy. I am going to accompany my report with a large number of empirical materials, I’ve collected
while writing about feminist art for media and taking part in some feminist art-projects.
Lunch: 12:30 – 14:00
Keynote Lecture: Transnational Justice and Gendered Vulnerability: Feminist Politics and (Im)
possible Solidarities Prof. Nikita Dhawan
Coffee break: 15:30 – 16:00
Panel sessions: 16:00 – 17:30
Saturday, May 5, 16:00 – 17:30 | Session A: Sexual Rights and Feminist Contestations | Moderator:
Elisa Arfini
Joanna Sieracka, University of Wrocław: Black Protest A.D. 2016: For Freedom of Choice or Equal
Rights? (In)equality in Feminist Discourse on Abortion Rights in Contemporary Poland
Poland is the only post-socialist European country that after transformation of 1989 restricted its
abortion law. Since pregnancy termination is allowed only in very limited and extreme cases, access
to sexual education and contraception is difficult, “compromise bill” from 1993 resulted in thriving
abortion underground and abortion tourism. As a result, pregnancy termination is accessible only for
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economically privileged women and its ban – in my conviction – should be perceived as a systemic tool
to strengthen social and economical inequalities. Until recently, such a perspective was marginalized
in public debate, paralyzed by non-secular language imposed by the Catholic Church. Feminists,
keeping abortion rights at the top of their agenda, struggled to change the way in which they were
conceptualized, by contributing to the discourse with mainly neoliberal argumentation based on the
idea of freedom of choice. As a result, pregnancy termination has been reduced to the issue of morality
or worldview; moral sin or object of free choice. These narratives are far from the actual problem, which
is – in my opinion – unequal access to abortion. Some authors, however, claim that the Black Protest
– last year successful women’s mobilization against a plan for a total ban on abortion – contributed to
discursive change: reproductive rights again have been associated with (in)equality and recognized as
a social and economic issue. On the other hand, analysis of slogans and arguments that appeared in
media shows that the Black Protest has rather reproduced neoliberal rhetoric of freedom of choice. I
would like to analyze the rhetoric of the Black Protest and its influence on the public debate, focusing
on the way in which abortion rights are conceptualized with reference to (in)equality. By tracing
slogans, discussions in social media, mainstream media coverage and feminist initiatives inspired by
women’s mobilization, I will try to answer whether discursive change actually has happened and if so
– why and how it influences feminist movement and women’s situation in Poland.
Zuzanna Szutenberg, University of Łódź & University of Bologna (GRACE): „What you need is a
bloke.” A century of continuity and rupture in practices of negative referencing vs. feminist strategies of
presence
This cross-cultural study analyzes examples of campaigning against feminism and women’s rights at
critical points in the history of Britain and Poland. It counters the continuity of practices of negative
referencing with feminist strategies of discursive rupture. The study’s aim is to spark an international
perspective that contrasts hegemonic narratives with the idea of an ‘ideloectic horizon’ (Barthes)
of different feminist strategies of resistance and solidarity that managed to assert their presence
in innovative and striking ways. The author’s foci of analysis are selected examples from historical
media materials such as pamphlets, caricatures and newspaper headlines covering the Women’s Vote
in Britain around 1900 and its contemporary equivalents in Poland: notably billboards, memes and
examples of online hate-speech against the promotion of women’s reproductive rights evoked by the
conservative turn of government in 2016. As indicated by its title - What you need is a bloke -, the
work reveals a remarkable continuity in the rhetoric against feminism. Despite historical fractures and
national differences, a specific, intergenerational and international vocabulary depreciating the efforts
of women’s rights movements and eclipsing feminist interpretative frames continues to be discursively
„always already” available and applied in a literally unchanged manner for more than a century. The
author problematizes the discursive codes of this phenomena, describing its tactic as a continuity of
practices of negative visual and verbal referencing which operate like a „master’s tool” (Lorde). Against
this backdrop the author’s perspective nurtures an analysis of strategies of presence and resistance
as employed by the British suffragettes and the Polish Black Protest communities and investigates
points of transaction of new meanings between the social system and subject. Her comparative case
study reframes the feminist spectacles and campaigning imagery as a ‘method’ of innovative visual
representation and pool of disruptive actions within a complex field of power.
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Hazal Atay, Sciences Po Paris: Telemedical Abortion and Its Implications for the Abortion Rhetoric
Abortion has always been a feverish topic of discussion and attracted attention of different interlocutors.
In fact, a lot has changed since the initial claims around reproductive freedom were elaborated. In light
of recent medical advancements and feminist activism around it, this paper will tackle transnational
feminist activism around abortion provision through telemedicine-online counseling- and discuss the
implications of telemedical abortion for the abortion rhetoric. In this regard, I will first examine global
trends in service provision of abortion and construe global patterns in service delivery. Secondly, I
will elaborate on transnational feminist activism emerging around telemedical abortion to discuss its
impact to women’s lives as well as to the abortion narrative. Herein, I will focus on the work of two
organizations called: Women on Web and Safe2Choose, both of which provide medical abortion in
countries where access to safe abortion is restricted. I will illustrate how women’s resistance to abortion
restrictions combined with transnational feminist solidarity on providing safe abortion alternatives,
today set the ground for a new abortion rhetoric that is beyond laws and borders. I will argue that
telemedical abortion provision substantially revolutionizes the terms and conditions of women’s
access to safe abortion and provides a women-centered abortion rhetoric. Finally, I will analyze policy
implications of these services for future research, campaigns and claims on abortion.
Saturday, May 5, 16:00 – 17:30 | Session B: Narratives of complicity, fictions of resistance. Tracing
affective investments in stories we tell | Moderator: Iva Dimovska
Complicity has arisen throughout 2017 to be the significant third component (along Responsibility
and Accountability) of the post crisis-of-representation conceptual constellation of politics- and
policy-making in the global north (and US politics specifically). However, in contrast with the other
two concepts, which are starkly modern and individualistic, complicity comes with a much longer
genealogy of bodies intertwined (or better pleated together) within companionship, accomplishment
and complication. Its pre-19th century, pre-legalistic use and the etymological affinities that have carried
it to the contemporary judicial dogma of “accounting for somebody else’s crime” point to hidden or
unexplored affective landscapes for political fictions. In this workshop we follow the relations between
fictions of complicity, and complicities of fiction-as-practice and fiction-as-theory. We are interested
to explore the following (not exclusive) topics:
• complicity as affect and/or as relational structure
• complicity as deed (fact, fetish, fiction all come from facere=to do)
• efforts towards multiplying accounts of ethical and political agency
• how stories that articulate/explore complicity are to be written and told
• how do these stories perform selfhood, vulnerability, integrity or authenticity while figuring out
rights and obligations over and with others
• how do they rely on/sustain frameworks of inequality, silencing, and violence
Melpomeni Antonakaki, Munich Centre for Technology in Society: “Experiments in compliance and
complicity. Institutional violence as genomic data fiction”
This intervention argues how affect may provide radical insight upon the problematic debate on
“corporate responsibility and accountability”. The latter is a well established area of policy which
operationalizes an ontological (legal) symmetry between a closed entity called the “employee” and
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another closed entity called “company” in order to determine courses of action that sustain the
established chain of command. In my research I witnessed such operationalizations at translational
biomedicine R&D departments in moments of crisis or controversy. I draw on a series of connected
“affective” experiments in biology that test out compliant and fraudulent bodies and body-parts
of employees/scientists. What sort of testimony do these bodies narrate with their monitored and
referential laboratory practice? Against insulated, modernist correlations between obedient subjects
and compliant capital, I mobilize the provocative notion of complicity to account for another
distribution of action and command; namely, another mapping for agency and resistance. Complicity
operates on violently broken, morally improper and re-assemblaged bodies and thus following the
flow of affect, rather than identity, emerges as a prominent way to approach it empirically.
Marianne Gunderson, University of Oslo: Affective involvement and low theory: (fan)fiction and
resistance through complicity
Through the practice of writing fanfiction, fans appropriate characters, settings, and plots from
commercially published media works, in order to produce stories according to their own desires.
This appropriation and transformation of pop cultural narratives has been theorized as a practice of
resistance, making space for narratives and subjectivities that are omitted in the canonical texts. In this
intervention I will be exploring how these practices of subversion rely on affective involvement with
the same narratives and structures that are being resisted and transformed. Drawing on examples from
(fan)fictional story-telling, I will argue that resistance can happen through complicity, and that affective
involvement in structures of oppression and subjugation can be a springboard for transformative
knowledge production. Finally, I will argue that these fanfictional narratives can be seen to function as
what Jack Halberstam (2011) calls “low theory” - theory that “flies below the radar, that is assembled
from eccentric texts and examples” and that “seeks not to explain, but to involve”.
Masha Semashyna, Central European University: Fictions of vulnerability and resistance: the
martyrology of the late Russian avant-garde
This intervention focuses on the troubling and profoundly conservative personal politics which may
inform subversive or experimental writing and self-preservation strategies in the face of the Stalinist
centralization of the literary field. I engage with the use of oppressive gendered notions embedded
within the auto-mythology of vulnerability and resistance in the notebooks of Daniil Kharms (19051942), an avant-garde author active in late 1920s-1930s Leningrad. Kharms has arisen to a cult status as
an independent absurdist writer, who by his work with absurdity implicitly criticized the “normality”
of everyday life in Stalinist Russia. The literary and everyday practice of writers and thinkers close to
his literary group OBERIU, with its focus on dialogicality, theatricality, and almost tactile concreteness
of subject matter, has been praised in scholarship as an artistic survival strategy: a practice of ‘passive
resistance’ that proved to be most effective in the face of Stalinist restructuring of the literary field
and the cooptation of the Russian avant-garde (Sandomirskaja). I offer an interrogation of fictions
and narratives woven into these survival strategies; an interrogation of “broken bodies” propelled by
conflicting attachments, and the complex interaction of different discourses on and feelings about
femininity and embodiment. For this I focus on how the production of subjectivity and collectivity
in the writings of Kharms and his group was predicated on the shared sense of vulnerability, and
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how misogyny was instrumentalized in this process. Following affective patterns in Kharms’ diaries
allows for tracing how the trope of being an “alien,” a loner out of place and time is interwoven with
disgust and indignation toward classed and often racialized “Soviet women.” Kharms’ pervasive
feeling of non-belonging, constitutive of his auto-mythology, relies on the well-established modernist
“masculine mystique” (Huyssen), the affectively charged myth of a lonely genius, autonomous, bound
and sovereign, opposing the scattered feminine “mob.” The mobilization of this myth, in turn, is made
possible by the misrecognition of privilege and commonality that allow Kharms and his group create
an alternative affective field harboring an informal dialogical space of intellectual exchange. Focusing
on affective patterns thus allows for abandoning a simple opposition between the wholeness of “the
poet” VS “the people” as bodies in their own right.
Saturday, May 5, 16:00 – 17:30 | Session C: Feminist Knowledge Practices | Moderator: James
Turner
Julia Ganterer, Klagenfurt University and Maria Mucke, Klagenfurt University: Who is excellent?
Reflecting on female young scientist support at universities
Universities are not only a privileged area of knowledge production, they are also places of achievement.
Over the last several decades their main focus has become excellency, mobility and internationalization.
For example, in Austria universities have been under reconstruction since 2002, according to the
neoliberal discourse in politics, towards building a “neoliberal university” or an “entrepreneurial
university”. Beyond that, there has been also achievements in the field of gender equality. For instance,
the equal treatment act or the implementation of gender equality in universities (since the 1990s).
Furthermore, the academic world is not free of power relations, and therefore there are structures
which produce equalities and inequalities. One consequence of these structures in combination with a
neoliberal management is that it promotes academic precarity. Especially younger scientists encounter
precarious job positions and meet an assortment of requirements. As a consequence,, (female)
young scientist support programs take an important role in maintaining, questioning or improving
the developments mentioned above. Based on these observations we want to discuss from a critical
feminist perspective three assumptions about the current discourse of young scientist programs
exemplified at the Alpen-Adria-University Klagenfurt (AAU). We argue that firstly, many programs
(applied concepts, actions, and policy papers) are employed by universities to meet their objectives
of excellency, mobility and internationalization. Secondly, we argue that they maintain the structures
of inequality by allowing the few most excellent to become part of the hegemonic power relations
(e.g. academic elite). And thirdly, although female support programs have been set up to meet claims
for gender equality and anti-discrimination, most programs foster inequality between young scientist
(inter-category: female to male scientists; and intracategory: class and first generation). From a feminist
perspective we can conclude, that objectives of most programs are in contradiction to feminist claims.
In concrete terms, the priority of these supports is – instead of creating solidarity, empowerment,
emancipation and the destruction of patriarchal structures – raising an output of excellence, mobility
and internationalization and therefore enhance individualization and competitive structures.
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Ángela Harris Sánchez, Utrecht University (GEMMA) and Ana García López, Utrecht University
(GEMMA): Hegemonies of Power vs. Affective Relational Anarchy in Social Inclusion Disciplines: Two
Case Studies and a Feminist Toolbox
This paper starts by exploring the power dynamics existing inside two disciplines connected with
social inclusion processes: Social Work and Artherapy for social inclusion. We will briefly describe
our perception of the hegemonies of power which often direct and determine intra personal relations
in the practices within the field. Although coming from two different disciplines whose common
denominator is the eradication of social exclusion and the attention to particularly vulnerable
collectives, we have both coincided in our critical reflection on what we could describe as “dynamics
of normativisation” which end up reproducing hierarchies, and, hence, paradoxically generating
unwanted exclusions within discourses and practices intended to promote social inclusion. Adopting
a feminist methodology we will take our own Spanish situated experiences as texts (Scott, 1991;
1992) and conduct an autoethnographic approach (del Valle, 2000; Esteban, 2004; Gregorio, 2014) so
that we dialogue critically with our past practices. We will then explore alternative ways of engaging
and compromising with politics of inclusion by proposing fresh relational models based on affect
approaches (Ahmed, 2010; 2012) together with our reappropriation of the concept of “relationship
anarchy” (Nordgren, 2012). In essence, this paper ultimately represents our commitment to the need
to change hegemonic practices in academia. Hence, we will conclude by devising a Spanish located
(yet exportable) feminist toolbox with tips and examples for more solidary and thoroughly inclusive
practices which may rekindle our dwindled enthusiasm and compromise as feminist practitioners in
our fields.
Nic Shall, University of Bristol & University of Exeter: “Studying Up” Rape Culture in England and
Wales: A Queer, Feminist, Abolitionist Approach
We need look no further that the President of the United States for evidence of the prevalence of
permissive attitudes towards rape and sexual violence. Despite extensive interventions - from the
local to the global; from legal reform to #metoo - the frequency and acceptability of sexual violence
remains persistently high. With the explicit goal of challenging the (re)production of rape culture, this
paper emphasizes the importance of ethical considerations in establishing a framework from which to
undertake field work. This paper demonstrates the relevance of “studying up” (Nader 1972) rape culture
by examining subject positions of gendered, classed and racial power. Building on but departing from
Diana Scully’s research (1990) with incarcerated perpetrators of sexual violence it is argued that this
method can interrogate the dichotomy between the “bad” men who are imprisoned for sexual violence
and the “good” men of the free world. It is argued that incorporating queer theory and abolitionism
(from within Criminology) alongside Scully’s feminist approach provides an effective framework for
fieldwork; a queer approach emphasizes the need to destabilize binaries and essentialist conceptions
of gender that many “slip” into when addressing sexual violence, whilst an abolitionist approach
challenges the role of the state and the criminal justice system in (re)producing sexual violence and
permissiveness towards it. The paper will subsequently discuss the three part methodology intended
for field work. This consists of a covert online ethnographic study of men’s rights activists; a covert
ethnographic study of stand-up comedians and narrative style interviews with men convicted of rape.
In undertaking comparative analysis of these three different sites, this research project will contribute
to understanding the ongoing and pertinent problem of narrow conceptions of what constitutes a
genuine victim and a genuine perpetrator.
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Andrea Tóth, University of Szeged: Shifting Meanings, In/Equal Meanings. Women’s Body Writing and
Hetero/sexist Discourses in the Post-socialist Semi-periphery
The arrival of English-American “politicizing theories” in Hungary in the 1990’s was met with strong
opposition, since the concepts of “politics” are understood differently in the post-socialist EasternCentral part of Europe. My research focuses on how Western, mainly English-American theories travel
to Eastern-Central-Europe: what kind of meaning changes occur when English-American feminist
literary and cultural theories arrive in Hungary, where women’s emancipation, gender equality,
and women’s place in society and culture were experienced differently within the socialist block as
compared to Western democracies. The specific focus is on the field of literature’s “foreign affairs”: it
tracks the discursive space surrounding two volumes — Night Zoo. Anthology of Female Sexuality
[Éjszakai állatkert. Antológia a női szexualitásról] (Forgács 2005), Thirsty Oasis. Anthology of the
Female Body [Szomjas oázis. Antológia a női testről] (Forgács 2007a) — of the Pszyche Uncovered
[Kitakart Pszyché] anthology series. The discursive space of the research includes the literary texts of
the anthologies, as well as pro-feminist and anti-feminist reviews: within this space the marginalised
discourse of women’s body writing steps into interaction with the heterosexist discourses of Hungarian
society, which results in continuous rewritings in the course of search for identity. The reception analysis
of the anthologies also intends to uncover the biased Hungarian context into which the anthologies
arrived: the patriarchal power relations and the overt/covert sexist discourses of Hungarian literary
and cultural politics. The frame of my research is Edward Said’s (1982) theory of travelling theory
and Marina Blagojević’s (2009) framework of centre–semi-periphery–periphery. The semi-periphery
includes the transitional states on the eastern-central periphery of Europe that geographically can
be inserted into the Eastern-Central-European block, but due to their transitional character they are
disconnected from each other by significant socio-cultural differences. Within this contested space —
infused with theoretical in/equality of peripheral and semi-peripheral theories — what is at stake is the
politics of mis/understanding, since the adaptation of the political and politicizing English-American
feminist theories is met with resistance, even hostility within Hungarian society.
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MAY 5, 10:30 – 11:00
MAY 5, 10:30 – 11:00
MAY 5, 10:30 – 11:00
MAY 4, 11:00 – 12:30

N13: 302
N13: 301
N13: 301
N13: 302
N13: 301
N13: 301
N13: 302

MAY 5, 10:30 – 11:00
MAY 5, 9:00 – 10:30
MAY 5, 10:30 – 11:00
MAY 5, 09:00 – 10:30
MAY 4, 16:00 – 17:30
MAY 5, 16:00 – 17:30
MAY 4, 9:00 – 10:30
MAY 5, 10:30 – 11:00
MAY 5, 16:00 – 17:30
MAY 5, 16:00 – 17:30
MAY 4, 11:00 – 12:30
MAY 4, 11:00 – 12:30

N13: 303
N13: 303
N13: 303
N13: 301
N13: 303
N13: 303
N13: 301
N13: 303
N13: 301
N13: 302
N13: 303
N13: 302
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SZCZYGIELSKA
SZUTENBERG, Zuzanna
TIMÁR, Eszter
TLOSTANOVA, Madina
TOSADORI, Luca
TOTH, Andrea
TRILLÒ, Tommaso
TURNER, James
VASILE, Iolanda
VERDERI, Sara
VUCENOVIC, Natasa
WERNER BOADA, Sarah
XAUSA, Chiara

MAY 4, 9:00 – 10:30
MAY 5, 16:00 – 17:30
MAY 4, 16:00 – 17:30
MAY 4, 14:00 – 15:30
MAY 4, 16:00 – 17:30
MAY 5, 16:00 – 17:30
MAY 5, 10:30 – 11:00
MAY 4, 16:00 – 17:30
MAY 4, 11:00 – 12:30
MAY 5, 9:00 – 10:30
MAY 5, 9:00 – 10:30
MAY 5, 9:00 – 10:30
MAY 5, 9:00 – 10:30

N13: 301
N13: 301
N13: 302
N15: AUDI. B
N15: 104
N13: 303
N13: 302
N13: 303
N13: 302
N13: 303
N13: 301
N13: 302
N13: 302
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USEFUL INFORMATION ABOUT BUDAPEST
EMERGENCY NUMBERS
112 the general emergency number
104 ambulance
105 fire-brigade
107 police
CURRENCY
Usually 1 EUR exchanges for 310 Hungarian Forint (HUF).
GETTING TO CEU FROM LISZT FERENC AIRPORT
Address of CEU campus:
Central European University
(Közép-Európai Egyetem)
Nádor utca 9., 1051 Budapest, Hungary
Tel.:+36 1 327-3000
Website: https://www.ceu.edu/
Option #1: PUBLIC TRANSPORTATION
Using public transportation to get to the city center takes about 45-60
minutes. You can find information about the BKK (Budapest Transportation Company) and a trip planner, on this website: http://www.bkk.hu/
en/main-page/news/. At the airport you can find BKK customer service
points where you can buy tickets, and you can also get your tickets at the
vending machines at the bus stop.
For the airport shuttle bus, you need to buy a ticket (called “Airport shuttle bus single ticket”) for 900 HUF. This is bus 100E. This bus goes from
the airport to the city center and makes three stops: Kálvin tér, Astoria,
and Deák Ferenc tér. (You can find all this information here: http://bkk.
hu/en/airport-shuttle/)
Option #2: AIRPORT MINIBUS SERVICE
Please look for the Airport Shuttle “miniBUD” Service desk in the airport lobby. The miniBUD Service should accept Hungarian currency,
Euro or major international credit cards. You can also book your shuttle
in advance online at: https://www.minibud.hu/en/
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Option #3: TAXI
You can expect to pay around 30 euros for a taxi ride to the city center,
and it takes around 30 minutes. (If people arrive on the same flight or
around the same time, sharing a taxi is cheaper than sharing a miniBUD
bus.)
Fő Taxi
This company has a partnership with Budapest Airport. You can queue
right outside the airport and a taxi will be ordered for you. Also a reliable
company to use in general in Budapest, or for returning to the airport.
Tel: +36-1 222-2222
Web site: http://fotaxi.hu/?Language=en#main-menu
LUNCH/DINNER AND COFFEE PLACES AROUND CEU
Fruccola | salad bar, also has pasta, soups, sandwiches, with vegetarian
and vegan options | Arany János utca. 32
Hummus Bar | Middle Eastern specialities with vegetarian options |
Október 6. utca 19
Burger and Love | burgers and fries | Október 6. utca 6
Perfetto Italian Kitchen | Italian food | Október 6. utca 8
Padthai Wokbar | Thai noodles and curries | Október 6. utca 4 (also has
other locations throughout town)
Govinda | Indian vegetarian restaurant | Vigyázó Ferenc utca 4
Terv Bisztró | Bar with Hungarian food | Nador u. 19
Soup Culture | soups (vegetarian options) | Október 6. utca 19
Inez bagel shop | bagels (vegetarian options) | Bajcsy-Zsilinszky út 40
Great Bistro | vegan and gluten free food with lunch menus lunch menus
| Bank u. 6
Delibaba | sandwhich shop (vegetarian options) | Nádor u. 19
Kávétársaság | coffee shop | Nádor u. 14
Espresso Embassy | coffee shop | Arany János u. 15, Bank u. 6
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RESTAURANTS AND BARS IN BUDAPEST
Köleves | Restaurant with vegetarian and gluten free options, also has a
courtyard bar (“kert”) | Kazinczy u. 41
Mazel Tov | middle eastern food (vegetarian options) | Akácfa u. 47
Café Csiga | breakfast, lunch, dinner and drinks (vegetarian options) |
Vásár u. 2
Macska | vegan/vegetarian food, local beers (food only on weekdays) |
Bérkocsis u. 23
Aurora | political community center with bar, food (vegetarian options)
and courtyard bar | Auróra u. 11
Castro Bistro | bar and restaurant with vegetarian options | Madách Imre
tér 3
Fekete Kutya | bar | Dob u. 31
Hachapuri | Georgian restaurant | Andrássy út 3
Massolit | bookshop and cafe | Nagy Diófa u. 30
Kisüzem | café/bar | Kis Diófa u. 2
Kelet | café with lunch (vegetarian options) | Bartók Béla út 29
Dobrumba | middle eastern/Mediterranean food (vegetarian options) |
Dob u. 5
Fogas Haz | “ruin” bar | Akácfa u. 49-51
Gólya | alternative cooperative-run bar with live music, you can find
their programme on facebook | Bókay János u. 34
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BASIC HUNGARIAN
Yes = igen / No = nem
Hello (formal) = jó napot (kivánok)
Hi (informal) = szia
Goodbye = viszlát (short for viszlontlátásra)
Please = kérem
Thank you = köszönöm
Thank you (informal) = köszi
Thank you (super informal) = kösz
Do you speak English = beszél angolul?
Excuse me = bocsánat
Excuse me (informal) = bocsi
Excuse me (super informal) = bocs
I don’t understand = Nem értem
I don’t speak Hungarian = Nem tudok magyarul
Entrance = bejárat / Exit = kijárat
Left = balra / Right = jobbra
Street = utca
Where is...? = Hol van...?
Doctor = orvos
Restaurant = étterem
Bill = számla
VAT Invoice = áfás számla
Money = penz
Water = viz
Coffee = kávé
Beer = sör
Wine = bor
Cheers = Egészségére
One = egy
Two = két
Three = három
Four = négy
Five = öt
Six = hat
Seven = hét
Eight = nyolc
Nine = kilenc
Ten = tíz
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