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Course description:
This course is designed to provide students with a basic understanding of the field of women’s and gender history and its main concepts, theories and approaches, and to familiarize them with the challenges and (hopefully) excitement of “finding women in the archives.” 

We will address the history of the (sub)discipline of women’s and gender history, including the development of some of the main concepts and the debates around them. What is “women’s” history; what is “gender?” Does the concept of gender “work” everywhere? How have post-colonial perspectives influenced women’s history? What is the state of women’s and gender history in the region of Central and Eastern Europe? What in other parts of the world?
We will focus on research methodology, with a special emphasis on archives – both theoretically and practically. We will read and discuss recent literature that historicizes archives and approaches them as “artifacts of history” (Antoinette Burton, 2005, 6). And we will become acquainted with some of the main women’s archives worldwide – archives both in the conventional sense and online archives. 
Students will apply the knowledge acquired here by writing and presenting a research paper about the state of women’s history in their country and/or finding women in the archives in the region or the country they come from.
Learning goals and outcomes:
The course provides students with a basic knowledge of the discipline of women’s and gender history, its main concepts and challenges. Students will become acquainted with the work of scholars whose work is considered as foundational in the field. In terms of methods, they will practice how to “find women in the archives” and will apply this knowledge to the archival situation in their own country and/or research context. 
The reaction paper must provide a coherent summary (2/3 of the paper) of and reflection (1/3 of the paper) on one of the readings included in the syllabus; length 1.5 to 2 pages (spaced 1.5).

During the course you prepare a research paper, on which you work in steps:

In week x you submit a link to and short description of an archive. 

In week x you submit a 1-2 page proposal for your research paper that includes the paper title, a short introduction of the topic, the central question, the structure of the paper, and the sources and literature you intend to use to answer your question. The term paper must engage with some of the theoretical issues and questions discussed in the course and your bibliography will include some of the readings for the course as well as literature that you have found yourself.  
In week 10 or 11 you present the outline and preliminary findings of your research paper in class.
The research paper has to be around 12-15 pages in length (spaced 1.5).

Requirements and grading:
Your grade will comprise of the following elements:

· Active participation in class which demonstrates your familiarity with the material assigned – 25% of the grade
· One 2-page reaction paper – 25% of the grade

· One class presentation of your research project – 25% of the grade

· Research paper (around 15 pages, double spaced) – 25% of the grade
Your two papers have to pass in order for you to pass the course.

Make sure you avoid plagiarism or even the vague possibility of plagiarism. Note that copying from the internet or even taking ideas from internet sources without proper citation is also a form of plagiarism, not only copying from paper-based texts. Paraphrase the arguments whenever possible and add proper citations from the original text. Quote if absolutely necessary. Students who plagiarize will get a warning first, and if we encounter another incident of plagiarism they will fail the course.
Deadlines:
The reaction paper: 



Archive link: 







Proposal for research paper: 



The research paper: 



***
Course Schedule

Week 1: Introducing Women’s History 
Liberating Women’s History was the title of a famous 1976 book, and one of the early books that contributed to building up the field. So, what is Women’s History and why do we need it?

In this session, we’ll introduce ourselves, and discuss our answers to the questions mentioned above. 
We will also look at some of the infrastructure of the current discipline: the International Federation for Research in Women’s History, main scholarly journals, and conferences such as the tri-annual Berkshire Conference on the History of Women.

Your preparation for this class: in addition to the required reading listed below (also available as e-book in CEU Library), you come to class with your own written answer to these questions: 1) what is women’s history and 2) why, in your view, do we need it?

Required reading:

Karen Offen et al (eds.), Writing Women’s History: International Perspectives (Basingstoke and London: Macmillan, 1991), Introduction, pp. xix–xxxvii (plus notes).
This book is also electronically available in the CEU Library
Week 2:  The History of a Field
Writing Women’s History before the Twentieth Century, Women’s History Becoming an Academic Discipline: 
Required reading:

Bonnie G. Smith, The Gender of History: Men, Women, and Historical Practice (Cambridge, MA. And London: Harvard UP, 1998) 1–13.
Darlene Clark Hine, Hine Sight: Black Women and the Re-Construction of American History, Black Women Writers (Brooklyn, NY: Carlson Pub, 1994), Chapter 1: “Lifting the Veil, Shattering the Silence: Black Women’s History in Slavery and Freedom,” pp. 3–26.
Additional reading: 
Darlene Clark Hine, Hine Sight: Black Women and the Re-Construction of American History, Black Women Writers (Brooklyn, NY: Carlson Pub, 1994), Introduction, xvii-xxxv

http://www.aaihs.org/herstories-writing-black-panther-womens-history/
Week 3: “Gender: A Useful Category of Historical Analysis” – Pros and Cons
No single article has influenced the field so much as Joan Scott’s 1986 article on “gender.” What does she argue and why has this text become so influential?

Required reading:

Joan W. Scott, “Gender: A Useful Category of Historical Analysis,” American Historical Review 91, no. 5 (December 1986) 1053–1075 (AHR is also available electronically in the CEU Library).
Jeanne Boydston, "Gender as a Question of Historical Analysis," Gender and 

History, Gender & History 20, no. 3 (November 2008): 558–583 (also also available electronically in the CEU Library).
Week 4: Post-Colonial Women’s History 

Women’s history wanted to reclaim women’s contributions to history and rewrite the historical canon, but was then criticized for its Western-centeredness and white character.

Required reading:

Ruth Roach Pierson, “Introduction,” to Ruth Roach Pierson and Nupur Chaudhuri (eds.), Nation, Empire, Colony: Historicizing Gender and Race (Bloomington and Indiana: Indiana UP, 1998), 1–19.
Week 5. How To Do Historical Research?

What do historians DO concretely? How to design a research project? 

Required reading:

John H. Arnold, History: A Very Short Introduction (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2000), Chapter 4: “Voices and Silences,” 58-79 (plus p. 130 for Further Reading).

Additional reading:

Ludmilla J. Jordanova, History in Practice, 2nd ed. (London: New York: Hodder Arnold, 2006), Chapter 7, “Historians’ Skills,” pp. 150–172.
Week 6. Rethinking Archives
What is “an archive”? And how did women’s archives come to be established from the 1920s? What has the role of these archives in building up women’s history?
Required reading:

Parts from Niamh Moore et al, The Archive Project: Archival Research in the Social Sciences (Routledge Ltd - MUA, 2017)

Additional reading:

Dagmar Wernitznig, “Memory is Power: Rosa Manus, Rosika Schwimmer, and the Struggle about Establishing an International Women’s Archive,” in Rosa Manus (1881-1942): The International Life and Legacy of a Jewish Dutch Feminist, ed. Myriam Everard and Francisca de Haan (Leiden, Boston: Brill, 2017), 207–239. 

We will also look at and discuss a number of recent women’s history on-line archives.

Week 7. Finding Women in the Archives (1)

Required reading:

Nupur Chaudhuri, Sherry J. Katz, and Mary Elizabeth Perry, eds., Contesting Archives: Finding Women in the Sources (Chicago Ill.: University of Illinois Press, 2010) “Introduction,” xiii-xxiii.
We will continue with exploring a number of recent women’s history on-line archives.

Week 8. Finding Women in the Archives (2)

Required reading:
Antoinette M. Burton, Dwelling in the Archive: Women Writing House, Home, and History in Late Colonial India (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2003), Chapter 1, “Memory Becomes Her: Women, Feminist History, and the Archive,” pp.  3–30 (notes 145–152).
This book is also electronically available in the CEU Library
Week 9: Women’s History in the Region 

Aspasia: The International Yearbook of Central, Eastern and South Eastern European Women’s and Gender History in 2012 and 2013 published a 2-volume series of articles called “Clio on the Margins: Women’s and Gender History in Central, Eastern and South Eastern Europe, part 1 (2012) and part 2 (2013).

Aspasia is available online in the CEU Library
Required reading:

The Introduction by Krassimira Daskalova to the Forum in Aspasia 6 (2012): 125–126

Maria Bucur, “Romania: Women in the Attic,” Aspasia 6 (2012): 127–136.
Oksana Kis, “Restoring the Broken Continuity: Women’s History in Post-Soviet Ukraine,” Aspasia 6 (2012): 171–183. 
Enriketa Papa-Pandelejmoni and Gentiana Kera, “Women’s History and Gender Sensitive Scholarship in Albania,” Aspasia 7 (2013): 132–143.
Week 10. Presentations of (preliminary) student research papers about women’s history and women’s archives in their countries (1)

Week 11. Presentations of (preliminary) student research papers about women’s history and women’s archives in their countries (2)

Week 12: 

Required reading:

Antoinette M. Burton, Dwelling in the Archive: Women Writing House, Home, and History in Late Colonial India (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2003), Epilogue, 137–144 (notes 175–178).
This book is also electronically available in the CEU Library
And general course conclusions: 
An early claim was that writing women into history would necessarily lead to revising historical narratives and approaches. Has the field of women’s history delivered that promise? Has it changed national histories? What has been its impact on the discipline of history in different parts of the world? And what conclusions can we draw regarding Women’s Archives?
***
Recommended Readings
AHR Forum: Revisiting “Gender: A Useful Category of Historical Analysis,” AHR 113, no. 5 (December 2008): 

Antoinette Burton, Burdens of History: British feminists, Indian women, and imperial culture, 1865-1915 (Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 1994), esp. Ch. 1.

Antoinette M. Burton, Dwelling in the Archive: Women Writing House, Home, and History in Late Colonial India (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2003).
Antoinette Burton, ed., Archive Stories: Facts, Fictions, and the Writing of History (Durham, N.C.: Duke University Press, 2005.

Kathleen Canning, Gender History in Practice: Historical Perspectives on Bodies, Class, and Citizenship (Ithaca and London: Cornell UP, 2006).
Natalie Zemon Davis, Fiction in the Archives: Pardon Tales and Their Tellers in Sixteenth-Century France, Harry Camp Lectures at Stanford University (Stanford, Calif.: Stanford University Press, 1987).
Kate Eichhorn, The Archival Turn in Feminism: Outrage in Order (Philadelphia: Temple University Press, 2013).
Angelika Epple and Angelika Schaser, eds., Gendering Historiography: Beyond National Canons (Frankfurt/New York: Campus Verlag, 2009). 

Deborah Gray White, Telling Histories (Chapel Hill: The University of North Carolina Press, 2008).

Linda K. Kerber, Kathryn Kish Sklar, and Alice Kessler-Harris (eds.), U.S. History as Women’s History: New Feminist Essays, Gender & American Culture (Chapel Hill : University of North Carolina Press, 1995).
Teresa A. Meade and Merry E. Wiesner-Hanks (eds.), A Companion to Gender History (Malden, MA.: Blackwell Publishing, 2004).

Niamh Moore et al., The Archive Project: Archival Research in the Social Sciences (Routledge Ltd - MUA, 2017).

Vicki Ruíz and Ellen Carol DuBois (eds.), Unequal Sisters: An Inclusive Reader in U.S. Women’s History, 4th ed. (New York: Routledge, 2008).
Joan W. Scott, Gender and the Politics of History (NY: Columbia UP, 1988).
Joan W. Scott, ed., Feminism and History (Oxford and NY: Oxford UP, 1996).
Bonnie G. Smith, ed., The Oxford Encyclopedia of Women in World History (Oxford, New York: Oxford UP, 2008).
Ann Laura Stoler, Along the Archival Grain: Epistemic Anxieties and Colonial Common Sense (Princeton: Princeton University Press, 2009).
Michel-Rolph Trouillot, Silencing the Past: Power and the Production of History (Boston, Mass: Beacon Press, 1995).
Saskia Wieringa, ed., Traveling Heritages: New Perspectives on Collecting, Preserving, and Sharing Women’s History (Amsterdam: Aksant, 2008).
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